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PREFACE.

The work of preparing for publication the Official Recprds of the
Union and Confederate Navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Saley, U. S.
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department afterwards
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-
sification was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander
F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in
May, 1893,

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con-
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first
five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and
the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of
these volumes was accomplished.

- In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was suc-

ceeded by Professor Edward K. Rawson, U, S. Navy, as superintend-
ent, under whose -able administration volumes 6-14 were published.
Professor Rawson was detached and ordered to’ the U. S. Naval
Academy September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr, Charles W.
Stewart.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

- I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the
A#antic and Gulf coasts ard inland waters of the United States dur-
ing the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels
acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the
world. These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and dia-
grams,

In this series the papers are arranged accordmg to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically ; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.

N IxX



X PREFACE.

TI. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond
ence relating to—

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress
of the war, including tho annual and specml reports of the Secre-
tary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus.

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, in-
cluding privateers, setting forth also the annual and special
reports of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chlefs of
bureaus.

3. Statistical duta of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as far
as can be obtained.

4. Returns of naval and military property captured by the
navies of both sides during the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sections as far as px‘actlcable .

ITI. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially
relatmg to the matter of the first and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as
they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been repro-
duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the
carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty bas been found in collecting the records, for, while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond-
ence between flag-officers and their subordinai«s is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value'of the
work would necessarlly be impaired, and the Department therefore
has spared no pains to secure the letter books and ‘papers of the chief
actors on both sides. These papers have for the most part been
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of
the work. The reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly
complete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederate
records are not equally complete, due to the great dlﬂiculty found in
collecting them, and also to the fact that a large part of the archives
of the Confederate Navy Department was burned at'the close of the
war. Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of the
country, conducted by a special agent of the Department, have
brought to light many duplicates of these papers, found among the
personal files of participants. It is hoped that the publication will
revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead



PREFACBE, Xxr

them to bring to the notice of the Department the wheréabouts of any
papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they
may have knowledge. . , B

The twenty-fourth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 24), which
has recently been published by the Department, gives the operations
of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from January 1 to May 17,
1863. The present volume (Series I; vol. 25) gives the operations .
of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from May 18, 1863, to
February 29, 1864. S

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
both sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscella-
neous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement
of the records, in connection with the-full.and complete index to each
volume, will afford ample means of reférence to its contents without
other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single
events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the
chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents
have been placed together in the compilation.

- ‘ CHArRLES W. STEWART,
, Compiler.
Navy DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., October, 1912.

Note.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
api)roved July 31, 1904) : ;

* * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of
the Navy and contributors to the work.. The quotas herein author-
ized of said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives
shall be sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organiza-
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being tge
purpose of this distribution herein provided for to,place these records
in public libraries, and with permanent organizations having libra-
ries, so far as such libraries may exist in the several States ang Terri-
tories. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and
each Representative and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such ad-
dresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as
they are published, until the publication is completed; and all sets
that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided herein shall be
sold by the Secretary of the Navy for cost of publication, with ten per
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centum added thereto, and the proceeds-of such sale shall be covered
into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered
to the same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Sena-
tors, Representatives, or Delegates who have designated the same,
who thereupon may éesignate other libraries, organizations, or indi-
viduals. The Secretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at
whose instance the volumes are sent. :

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the
work was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate and H ouaem%‘ Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
Navy be, and he‘s hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis-
tributed copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion,
both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries,
organizations, and individuals as may be designated before the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fift’g'jfi)ui‘th
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said
Official Records or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress approved July thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four
and the joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundre

and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in.

saild act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28,
1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* * * Tor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
‘tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for
supplying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars, .



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SERIES I.

1. Operations of the cruisers, 1861-1865.

Union cruisers,
West India (Flylng) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U. 8. N,,
1862-1863.
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N,,
1863-1804.
Confederate cruisers and privateers,

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861.

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard. '
Cooperation of the Navy in the reliet of Fort Pickens.

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861,

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relleve Fort Sumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard.
Home 8quadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8. N.

4. Operations on the Potomas and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865.

. Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U, 8. N,, 1861.
Potomac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U. 8. N., 1861.
Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U, 8. N, 1861-1862.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U, 8. N., 1862-1863.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U. 8. N., 1863-1865.

5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. N., May 13 to
Sept. 23, 1861.
West India Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. N., 1861,
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Barron,
C. 8. N,
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-omcer Goldsborough, U. 8. N., 1861,
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, U. 8. N,
1861-1862,
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch,
C. 8. N, , ,
James River 8quadron, under Flag-OﬂIcer Buchanan, C. 8. N,
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. 8. N,
. James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U. 8. N., 1862,
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admlral Lee, U. 8. N,
1862-1864. o B
James River Squadron, under Flag-omcers Forrest and Mitchell C. 8. N.
*Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pink-
ney, C. 8. N.
*Naval Defenses Cape Fear Rlver. North Carolina, under Flug»omcer Lynch,
C. 8. N, . ;
* The Confederate materfal under this hesd is very scant. It is .therefo're hoped that
those who have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communijcate with
the Office of Naval War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, C.

Xm
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5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861—-1865——{}oqtinued.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. N.,, 1864
1865.
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Mitchell and Semmes, C. 8. N.
*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Pink.
ney, C. 8. N.
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford,
U. 8. N,, 1865.
SBouth Atlantic Blockadlng Squadron. under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U. 8. N,
1861-1863,
*Naval Defenses ot South Carollna and Georgia, under Flag-Officer Tattnall,
C. 8, N,
*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Klag-Officer
Ingraham, C. 8. N,
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. §. N,
1863--1865.
*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-omcer
Tucker, C. 8. N,
Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Officers Hunter and Tattnall,
C. 8 N.

6, Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-18065.

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Mervine, U. 8. N., 1861.

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean; U, 8. N., 1861-1862.
*Migslissippt River Defe¢nses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. 8, N,

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Oficer McKean, U. 8. N, 1862.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N,, 1862.
Bast Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U. 8. N,,
1862-1864. . '

East Gulf Blockading Sguadron, under Captain Greene, U. 8. N., 1864,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U. 8. N,,
1864—-1865.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Oﬂicer Farragut, U. 8, N., 1862-1863.
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U, 8. N,, 1862,
Lower Mississippt River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. 8. N,,
1862,
sMobile Defenses, under. Flag-Officer Randoiph, C. 8. N.
‘Crans-Misslssippl Marine Department, under Major Leon Smlth C. 8 A,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U. 8. N, (ad interim),
1863,
West Gulf Blockading Scuadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S N., 1864,
_*Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. 8. N.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. 8. N,, 1864-1805.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. 8. N
'1865.
*Mobile Defensea, under F‘lag-Otllcer Farrand, C, 8. N,

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861~1865.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. 8. N,, 1861.

Naval Forces on Weste;"n Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U. 8. N,, 1861-1862.
*Mississippl River Defenses, under Flag-Oficer Hollins, C. 8. N.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under~Flag-Officer Davis, U, 8. N., 1862,
*Mississippl River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. 8. A,
*Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander R. F, Pinkney, C. 8. N

. *Mississippl River Detenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N,

Mississippl Squadronm, under.Rear-Admiral Porter, U. §. N., 1862-1864.

Mississippl Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. N., 1864-1885.
*Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. H. Carter,

C. 8 N.

‘¢ The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is _the_’refo‘r'e hoped tbat
those who have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with
the Office of Naval War Records, Navy'Department, Washington, D, C.



UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON

MAY 18,1863, TO FEBRUARY £9, 1864

Name. - Rate. | Tonnage. - - Class. Gums,
ceesersecnas fevessesneran 800:- Paddb-wheel steamer.............. 0
drlal.... ........ ebveTansans [ R . T Y 2
ﬁmmwdkobb............. .......... 2?8 IEEORY 1\ S PR ;
AEBUOY vecssossiseasanne ssss0sevenens g 0............ ..................
Baron Do Kalb.....coiveveeienns 512/ Tromelad.iceeeennninniiiiiiiiiaanenes 14
Benton.. . icovinnanniiiioeceenien, F L i (2 I 16
Black Hawk Seiviresiieeieenienen 902 ~8(d0—wheolsteamer .................. 8
Briliant. ... ..ceceveenrrnnceenes 266 ‘sm-whmlstaamer.................. 4
Carondel 512 | Ironclad... : 14
Champ 115 |- Paddle-wheel steamer. . 4
395 |: Ironclad.. 2
Choctaw.... 1,000 Side-wheel stesmer.. 4
Cincinna; . : "512:| Ironclad.. F, 14
Clara Dolsen - 1,200: SIdo-wheelstmmor 1
ggnestogu . gg Md?&m,m ................. g
vescsosasacesnnesinnarecen . W N ORI
Cfm.......'. ------------------ 156 weseal0ciavonsenccenvens ..........-:. 0
CurleW. .. covvevnenenns cevennaes .-| Fourth: U 3 O s 1 P 8
Dahlia,....ccovvnniiiinnninnan... g ..... go,.‘. ........................... 8
DNSN.....-.- ------- cesssssessnsas.| FOUrWLGLE - B0 [..... Qceconasessrssosscasacnseans eaee L
Eastport...... teetecennessenentanns 700 |-Iron coensseiseesterovreanie 10
Emex...ooeee 614 . 12
om‘th. 211 7
.| Fourth.... 156 |... 7
..| Fourth.... 174 7
..} Fourth.... 50 0
.| Fourth.... 260 6
Fourth.... 286 | 7
Fourth.... 117 |. 6
Fourth....] 700 3
Third...| 1,200 1
50 2
633 4
127 (]
300 0
800 3
293 8
50 Scmw steamer (tug). o 0
s TN s [ PSR 0
600 1
157 (]
232 6
© 207 9
1,000 12
50 0
448 8
177 6
400 3
326 14
286 | Pa 7
207 | Stern-wheel steamer. . .. 8
50| Paddle-wheel steamer. 0
lgg Paddle-wheel (tug). .. g
512 | Ironclad (center-wheel) 14
50 | Paddle-w. steamer..... 0
b1 I R« [ AN (]
523 ceeteersesenvnrensannen 2
157 | Stern-wheel steamer. ... . cetseeraaes ()
gg Paddle-wheel steamer............ %
720 | Paddie-wheel steamer......... 14
1 Caj tumd under nams of St. Mary.
'Fomarl Fanny Barker.
'thuoduumes'l‘hompeon known also as U, 8, 8. Manitou.
oF g"ﬁ General Sterling Price.
ormerly O. 8. ram X
T D e T emapson; kniown abo a8 U, . 5. Fort Hindman.
28 James pson; known alsoas U, ,
- :l" Florenoe Miller.

]

X undummou.omsvub.‘
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U. 8. VESSELS OF WAR IN MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON.

UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON
MAY 18, 1863, TO FEBRUARY 29, 1884—Continued.

Rate. | Tonnage.

Class,

]

v .
William H. Brown..... ... .

Fourth. o

. Stam~wheel gteamer.....

.........................

.....

'in"ét'wlad
: Padgle-w

.....................

ter—wheel). ves
1 steamer. ..

L...do
Bide-wheel steamer. ..
Paddle-wheel steamer. ..

) Paddlo-wheel steamer............. .-
Stern-wheel steamer............... o
Padgb-w}mel steamer...............

Ironclad. .
Side-wheel steamer. ........

Pnddh-wheolsteamer..........:::::

..............................

.....

-
RS N0 O O O b 5 O 00 1 00 e 0O D 8D

1 Formerly Ebenezer.

3 Formerly Rachel Miller.
$ Formerly Fannle,

¢ Formerly Tom Sugg.
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NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

FROM MAY 18, 1863, TO FEBRUARY 29, 1864.

‘ E’eporiﬂo Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding
. 8. 8. Benton, regarding movements of that vessel. -

. . U. S. 8. BenTon,
‘ U. 8. Nawal Depot, below Vicksburg, May 18, 1863.
Sir: I respectfully report the arrival of this vessel last evening at
this place. After you left us above Ellis Cliffs we averaged 3 miles
per hour, up to James’ plantation. After filling up with coal, I
. came on up, not averaﬁingmore than 24 miles per hour.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, Jas. A. GREER,
- , : Lieutenant-Commander,
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porteg,
" Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, U. S. Navy, com- .
manding U. 8. S. Signal, regarding injuries to that vessel.

' ' . U. 8.8, SienaL,
o ,  Mississippi River, May 18, 1863.
Sir: In obedience to your order from Acting Rear-Admiral D, D.

Porter to me, bearing date of the 16th instant, I proceeded up the
Mississippi River as convoy to the V. /. Wilson and three transports.
- On the night of the 16th, at 11: 45 o’clock, this vessel was run on a
snag at the foot of Islands 101 and 102, striking us on the starboard
side about amidships, carrying away part of our bulkheads and part
of the cabin, also injuring Mr. Browne, my executive officer, and
throwing several men from their hamtfnoci:s. , :
The officer of the deck and quartermaster reported a snag off our
starboard bow, and the pilot, Mr. Parker, replied he saw it, and still
he allowed the vessel to come in contact with the snag, damaging the
vessel seriously. e
The river was wide at this point and the snag stood from 6 to 8
feet above water, S _
3
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I think'it w duty to make this report, and hope the matter may
be investigated. ‘
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: ~ C.DomiNy,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Signal.
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Bregsk,
: - Commanding Flagship Black Hawk.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, command-
wng U. 8. 8. Oonestoga, regarding repairs needed by that vessel.

- U. S. S. CoNEsTOGA,
Between Memphis and Oairo, May 18, [1863]. |

Sir: The boilers of this steamer were examined this morning at
Memphis and the repairs recommended so heavy as would take from
three to four weeks. :

As I neither cared to place myself in the hands of the Memphis
mechanics for this length of time nor to assume the. responsibilities
of such extensive repairs, I have considered it my duty to proceed
to Cairo and await the decision of Captain Pennock and Mr. Faulk-
ner, chief engineer. , ‘

Hoping this will meet the approval of the admiral.-

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THos. O. SELFRIDGE,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Bregsk,
Sendor Officer, Y azoo River.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Smith, U. 8. Navy, com-
manding U. S. 8. Linden, regarding engagement with masked
battery at Island No. 82, '

U. S. Gunsoar LiNpEN, May 18, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor of reporting to you that while on our way
down the river this day at 1:30 o’clock p. m., convoying the transports
COrescent City, Lumindry, Ohio Belle, Gladiatory and Sultana, all
having on board troops, in the bend of Island No. 82, the Crescent
City, being in the advance, was fired into by a masked battery of
three pieces. They fired rounds into her, wounding 12 or 14, some
- seriously. I immediately opened fire on ‘the rebels With[sheil and
_canister, killing 2 of their horses, and, I think; 1 officer. Immediately
.upon our opening on them they fell back out of sight. We fired 25
rounds. The troops in command ‘of General Lauman landed as soon
as possible and went in pursuit, but I think made no captures.
Every building in the vicinity was burned. The troops marched

across the point to Greenville and burned the place.
I am, most respectfully, yours, etc., : ;
' ~ TroMas E. SMiTH,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, )
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiéral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding
: - change of name for purch;wed vessel.

Y Miss18sIPPI SQUADRON,
- Flagship'Black Hawk, Y azoo River, May 18, 1863.
Sm: I have the honor to request that I may change the name of
the purchased steamer Thomg;so’n to Manitou, '
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: ~ ‘ . Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gioeon WE
Secrétary of the Navy, Washington, D. C,

No.26.] -

ombined operations against Vicksburg in the Yazoo River, includ-

- ing evacuation and destruction of works at Haynes’ Bluff (Sny-

der's Mill); burning of naval station and destruction of vessels

g; 11’ gggo Ciit s -and engagemenri at Liverpool Landing, May 18 to
' . .

Report of Acting near-Aamml Porter, U. 8. Navy.

No. 27.] MississiPPI SQUADRON,
' Flagship Black Hawk, Haynes’' Bluff,
- Yazoo River, May 20, 1863.

Smk: On the morning of the 15th I came over to Yazoo River to
be ready to cooperate with General Grant. Leaving two of the
ironclads at Red River, one at Grand Gulf, one at Carthage, three
at Warrenton, and two in the Yazoo, left me a small force to cooper-
ate with ; still, T disposed ¢f them to the best advantage.

On -the 18th, at meridian, firing was heard in the rear of Vicks-
burg, which assured me that General Grant was approaching the
city. The.cannonading was kept up furiously for some time, when,
by the aid of glasses, I discovered a company of our artillery advanc-
ing, taking position, and driving the rebels before them. I imme-
diately saw that.General Sherman’s division had come into the left
of Snyder’s Bluff and that the rebels at that place had been cut off
from joining the forces in the city. I dispatched the De Kalb, Lieu-
tenant-Commander Walker; Choctaw, Lieutenant-Commander Ram-
say; Linden, Romeo, Petrel, and Forest Rose, all under command
of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, up the Yazoo, to open communi-
cation in that way with Generals Grant and Sherman. This I suc-
ceeded in doing, and in three hours received letters from Generals -
Grant, Sherman, and Steele, informing me of their vast successes
and asking me to send up provisions, which was at once done. In
the meantime Lieutenant-Commander Walker, in the De HKalb,

ushed on to Haynes’ Bluff, which the enemy commenced evacuat-
ing the day before, and a gmy remained behind in hopes of takin
away or destroying the large amount of ammunition on hand.
When they saw the gunboats they ran and left everything in good
order—guns, forts, tents, and equi ‘of all kinds, which fell into
ouf hands.  Soon as the capture of Haynes’ Bluff and 14 forts
was reported to me I shoved up the gunboats from below Vickshurg
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to fire at the hill batteries, which fire was kept up for two or three
hours. At midnight they moved up to the town and opened on it
for about an hour, and continued at intervals during tg:; night to
annoy the garrison. On the 19th I placed 6 mortars in position,
with orders to.fire night and day as rapidly as the( could.

The works at Haynes’ Bluff are very formidable; there are 14 of
the heaviest kind of guns mounted, 8 and 10 inch and 73-inch rifled
guns, with ammunition enough to last a long siege. As the gun car-
riages might again fall into the hands of the enemy, I had them
burned, blew up the magazines, and destroyed the works generally.

I also burned up the encampments, which were permanent and re-
markably well constructed, looking as if the rebels intended to stay
for some time. - i

These works and encampments covered many acres of ground, and
the fortifications und rifle pits proper of Haynes’ Bluff extend for
about a mile and a quarter. Such a network of defenses I never saw.
The rebels were a year constructing them, and all were rendered use-
less in an hour. A _

As soon as I got through with the destruction of the magazines and
other works I started Lieutenant-Commander Walker up the Yazoo
River with sufficient force to destroy all the enemy’s property in
that direction, with orders to return with all dispatch, and only to
proceed as far as Yazoo City, where the rebels have a navy yard and
storehouses.

In the meantime General Grant has closely invested Vicksburg,
and has possession of the most commanding points.

In a very short time a general assault will take place, when I ho
to announce that Vicksburg has fallen, after a series of the most bril-
liant successes that ever attended any army. There never has been a
case during the war where the rebels have been so successfully beaten
at all points, and the patience and endurance shown by our army and
navy for so many months is about to be rewarded.

It is a mere question of a few hours, and then, with the exception of
Port Hudson ?w‘hich will follow Vicksburg), the Mississippi will be
open its entire length.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. Porrter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GipeoNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Mississ1PPI SQUADRON,
Flagship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863:

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the expedition I sent up
the Yazoo under command of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, after
taking possession of the-forts at Haynes’ Bluff, was perfectly suc-
cessful. Three powerful steamers, rams, were destroyed at Yazoo
(City, one a monster, 310 feet long, 70 feet beam, to be covered with 4-
inch iron glates. A fine navy yard, with machine shops of all kints,
sawmills, blacksmith .shops, etc., were burned up.
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The property destroyed and cal;:tured amounted to over $2,000,000.
Had the monster ram been finished she would have given us some
trouble. One battery was destroyed at Dreyr’s Bluff. Our loss on
the expedition was 1 killed and 7 wounded. ‘
Davip D. Porrtes,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, on learning of concern
expressed by the President regarding destruction of property at Snyder’s

Bluff. ‘

58.] Miss1881PPT SQUADRON, *
Near Vicksburg, June 14, 1863.

Sir: I heard unofficially that the President, General Halleck, and
Secretary Stanton are somewhat concerned in relation to the destruc-
tion of the enemy’s works at Snyder’s Bluff, up the Yazoo. The
Department may rest assured that nothing was destroyed that was
useful to ourselves. ' ‘ '

The guns and ammunition were all saved, and only that portion
of the works destroyed that commanded the water approaches. - We
destroy no guns, but save all we can.

The ammunition captured at Snyder’s Bluff is now being used
against the rebels; the gun carriages that were unfit for our purposes
;{vierg destroyed, but we have plenty to supply their places, of a better

nd.

. The army was not so certain of holding Vicksburg as they are now,
and it wou¥d have been very unwise in me to let the water batteries
stand, with the chance of losing Snyder’s Bluff and the command of
the Yazoo. :

General Grant can always get all the guns he wants from this

uadron, and has already six of our 8 and 9 inch in battery, some
of them worked by sailors.

I merely make this explanation to relieve apprehensions felt on
the subject. '

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Davip D. PorTer, -
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GibeoNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, transmitting report
of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Baron De
Kalb, regarding operations at Yasoo Oity. )

No. 30.] Mississippr SQUADRON,
Flagship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, May 2}, 1863.

Sie: I have the honor to inform you that the expedition I sent up
Yazoo River the day after I took &ossession of the forts on Snyder’s
Bluff has returned, having met with perfect success.
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As the steamers approached Yazoo City the rebel property was
fired by Lieutenant Brown (of the ram Arkansas), and what he had
begun our forces finished. Three powerful rams were burned.

The Mobile, a screw vessel, ready for her plating; the Republic,
being fitted for a ram with railroad iron plating; and a vessel on the
stocks (a monster), 310 feet long and 70 feet beain. This vessel was
to have been covered with 4}-inch iron plating, was to have had 6
engines, 4 side wheels, and two propellers; she would have given us
much trouble.

The rebels had under construction a fine navy yard, containing
fine sawing and planing machines, an extensive machine shop, car-
penter and blacksmith shops, and all the necessary appliances for a
large building and repairing yard. ‘

Lieutenant-Commander Walker burned all these, with a large
quantity of valuable building lumber; he also burned a large saw-
mill that had been used in constructing the monster ram. The ma-
terial destroyed, at a moderate estimate, cost more than $2,000,000,

We had 1 man killed and 7 wounded by fieldpieces from the
enemy’s batteries, going up the river, but the wounded are doing
well. T enclose you Lieutenant-Commander Walker’s report in rela-
tion to this affair.

He deserves much credit for the handsome manner in which he
performed the duty assigned him. If he could have obtained pilots
he would have succeeded in getting possessicn of all the rebel rams
instead of having them burned.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ;
Davio D. PorTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Gmeon WELLES,
Secretary of Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure.]

.U. S. 5. BaroN pe KaLs,
Mouth Y azoo River, May 23, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order I
started from Snyder’s Bluff on the 20th instant with the De Kalb,
Choctaw, Forest Rose, Linden, and Petrel on an expedition to Yazoo
City. Arriving at Haynes’ Bluff, I landed a force and spiked an
8-inch gun in the works there, and burned the carriage. I also
" burned some forty tents left standing, and a steam sawmill, Arriv-
ing at Yazoo City at 1 p. m., on the 21st instant, I was met by a com-
mittee of citizens, who informed me that the place had been evacu-
ated by the military authorities, and asking protection. Enclosed I
send copies of communications received, and my reply. The navy
yard and vessels had been fired by the enemy, and I sent a working
party to ensure the destruction of everything valuable.to the rebels.
The vessels burned were the Mobile, a screw vessel ready for her
plating ; the Republic, which I understand was being fitted for a ram,
and the vessel on the stocks, a monster, 310 feet long and 70 feet
beam. The navy yard contained five saw and ﬁlaning mills, an ex-
tensive machine shop, carpenter and blacksmith shops, and all the
necesssry fixtures for a large building and repairing yard, which
with a very large quantity of lumber, were burned. I also burne
a large sawmill a little above the town. o
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Most -of the public stores had been removed. Such as I found in
town were taken on board the vessels or destroyed.

Enclosed I send the lists of articles removed or destroyed by Act-
ing Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, the officer detailed for that pur-

pose. ,

I{l the hospitals I found and paroled 115 soldiers, a list of whom I
enclose. ‘ :

Returning, I left Yazoo City this morning, arriving here at 4 p. m.
At Liverpooi Landing, in a sharp bend of the river, we were attacked
by a force of three field guns and about 200 riflemen concealed in the
- bushes, and for a few minutes the firing was very sharp. The enemy
retreated as soon as the vessels got into position to use their guns
with effect. The Petrel, Linden, and Choctaw were struck by shot,
but with no particular injury.to either,

Sergeant Stockinger, of this vessel, was killed by a rifle shot. The
Linden had 5 wounded, the Petrel 2, and the Choctaw 1; most of the
wounds, I am happ%".lto say, are slight.

* Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JoHN . WALKER,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTEr,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

{Subenclosures.]

Yazoo Crry, May 21, 1863.

GrNTLEMEN: At the request of the resident citizens of this place
I appoint you a committee to act in behalf of the people of Yazoo
City in this emergency, to wit, that in the event of the capture and -
occupation of this place by the Federal forces you will wait on the
officer commanding; and ask him to protect the persons and ﬁro rty
of the inhabitants of this city from insult and spoliation by the forces
under his command. The details and mode of procedure in the
premises are left at your discretion.
Respectfully,
- W. J. Erperson, Mayor.
Messrs. W. H. Mangum, Hiram Harrison, J. R. Burns, J. B.
WaITE, and W. A. Apams, - ‘
~ Yazoo Crry, May 21, 1863.
Sir: We have the honor to hand you a communication addressed
to us by the mayor of this city, requesting us to wait upon you with
the accompanying document, and earnestly request that the matter
may have your serious attention. We are ready to receive your
communication on the subject. .
Yours, respectfully,
Hiram HAaRrrIsON,
W. H. Manguwm,
J. R. Burns,
Jas. B. WHrTE,
Wum. A, Apawms,
Committee.
The CommaNpING OFFICER OF THE FEDERAL FORCES,
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U. S. S. Baro~n D Kats,
Yazoo City, Miss., May 21, 1863.
GeNTLEMEN : I have received your communication of this date, en-
closing your appointment as a committee to act on this occasion. In
regly have to say that no indignity will be offered any citizen; and
I hope that all will remain quietly in town. I shall expect that my
officers and men meet with no insult or opposition. You will please
appoint some one to point out all public property in town and
vicinity. The police of the town remain in the hands of the town
authom‘tries. full ‘
ery respectfully, etc.,
. JNo. G. WALKER,
Lievitenant-Commander and Senior Officer.

W. P. Ma~ncum, J. R. Burns, W. A. Apams, etc.

e

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Baron
De Kalb, regarding the evacuation of Snyder’s Blufl.

U. S. S. Baro~n De Kare, -
Snyder’s Bluff, May 19, 1863.

Sir: I reached this place at 5 p. m. The rebels have evacuated,
leaving all their guns, ammunition, tents, etc., behind; guns spiked
with nails and priming wires,

There is a very large quantity of ammunition.

There is a chain across the river which can easily be cast adrift.
The steamer Alonzo Child is here, but much knocked to pieces. The
guns are 8-inch, 10-inch, and 6-inch rifles.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JoHN G. WALKER,
Lieutenant-Conmmander.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PorTer,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Smith, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8,
Linden, regarding engagement at Liverpool Landing.

U. S. Gunsoar LinoeN, May 23, 1863.

Sia: I have the honor of reporting to- you that while on our way
down from Yazoo City this 8 a. m., and near the town Liverpool, in
company with the Baron De Kalb, Choctaw, Forest Rose, and Petrel,
the Petrel leadingdthe advance, was fired into by a battery and in-
fantry from the Mississippi side. We being the second in line, im-
mediately opened on them with shell and canister, also with sharp-
shooters, e were struck four times from the batteries. One rifled
shot, 12-pounder, I think, lodged on our berth deck, one shell ex-

loded on our port quarter gangway, carrying away a boat davif.
he infantry fired into us very briskly. Our cabin, wardroom, etc.,,
are riddled with their balls. We expended 39 rounds of shell and
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canister and quite a large amount of small-arms cartridges. We had
two captains of guns, soldiers belonging to the Fifty-eighth Ohio
Regiment, dangerously wounded. V&l 5 Perry, first assistant en-
gineer, and W. A. Seagrave, quartermaster, slightly. The soldiers
were left on board the U. S. hospital boat City of Memphis, now
lying at Chickasaw Bayou.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

, Tuaomas E. SMrTH,
, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure,]

Report of the wounded on board of the U, S. Linden, May 28, 1868.

William C. Perry, chief engineer, contusion on the left forearm.

William A. Seagrave, quartermaster, slightly wounded at the inser-
tion of the pyramidalis nasi. ‘

Emanuel Boysil, sergeant, buckshot entered the lumbar region im-
me%i;ltely below the twelfth rib; it passed inwardly. Not felt by a
probe. ,

William C. Roberts, corporal, rifle ball passed between the fourth
and fifth ribs, near the origin of the senatus magnus of the'left side;
passed through both lungs and lodged beneath the fascia of the right

side.
: J. T. FreLp,
) Acting Assistant Surgeon.
Acting [Volunteer] Lieutenant T. E. SmitH,
Commanding.

——

Report of Acting Master Miner, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Petrel,
regarding engagement at Liverpoel Landing.

U. S. Gunsoar PeTREL,
Mouth Y azoo River, May 23, 1863,
Sir: In obedience to your order of the 22d instant, I got underway
this morning at 5: 15 a. m. and proceeded down the Yazoo River, and
when off Liverpool was fired into by the enemy with artillery and
musketry. I received two 6-pound rifle shots, one through the port
side, which lodged in the coal bunkers, and one through the port quar-
ter, which, after tearing away the bulkheads of a number of state-
rooms and the stern of my gig, drog)ped in the river.
Enclosed I hand you the surgeon’s report of the casualties.
We expended 6 shells, 10 stand of canister, and 6 rounds of
shrapnel,
~ T have the honor to be, yours, etec.
Wiriam H., MINER,
' Acting Master, Commanding.
- Lieutenant-Commander JNo. G. WALKER, v o
Commanding.
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i {Enclosure.]

~ U.S.S. Perrer,
Yazoo River, May 23, 1863.
S I respectfully report that in the engagement at the bluffs near
Liverpool to-day there were 2 men wounded in our boat, viz:
" Private Willam McCord, Company K, Twenty-ninth Regiment
Illinois Volunteers, wounded by a rifle ball in the anterior part of
thi‘%h, about an inch above patella. His wound is not serious.
esley W. Long, quartermaster, wounded severely by a rifle ball
in the §luteal region. :
am, yours, very respectfully,
FREDERICK JEBB,
, Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Navy.
Acting Master WM. H. MiINERr,
: Commanding.

Letter from Commander Brown, O. 8. Navy, to General Johnston, C. 8. Army, re-
porting the presence of Federal gunboats in the ¥Yazoo River.

Yazoo Crry, Miss., May 19, 1863—11 p. m.

GENERAL: At Liverpool, which is 25 miles below this point by the
river, I learned two hours ago that the enemy’s gunboats were at
the mouth of Big Sunflower River at sunset. This point is 18 miles
farther down than Liverpool. The report was made to me by
cavalry scouts, and I consider that there is no doubt of the fact.
The smoke of the boats was seen from the hills at Liverpool. It is
also reported that a body of the enemy’s cavalry are advancing up
the Yazoo Valley, but this is not so well established as the fact re-
garding the gunboats. These last will be at Yazoo City perhaps by
noon to-morrow, or twelve hours from now. I shall get the boats out
of the way, and do all that I can under this unpleasant condition of
things. 1 was on my way down the river on a steamer, to set at rest
the question with us “as to whether Snyder’s Bluff had been aban-
doned by us,” when I learned cf the advance of the enemy here
reported. :

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Isaac N. Brown,
. » Commander, C. S. Navy.
General Josepx E. JounsTON, .
Commander-in-Chief, Headquarters Near Moore’s Ferry.

Letter from General Johaston, C. 8. Army, to Commander Brown, C. 8, Navy, re- .
garding protection of the guns at Fort Pemberton against the Federal forces
in the Yazoo. ) ,

. .Canron, May 21, 1863.

If the guns at Fort. Pemberton can not be used against the gun-
boats ascending the Yazoo, they should, if possible, be saved by re-
moval out of reach of the gunboats or light-draft vessels. Could they
reach Grenada in this way? Your knowledge of the river and cir-
cumstances enables you to judge better than I can. You have full
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authority. I have senf. some light guns to the neighborhood of
Liverpool. : .

Captain I. N. Brown, C. S. Navy,
) Yazoo City.

\
J. E. JorNsTON.

Report of Colonel Adams, C. 8. Army, regarding the engagement with Federal
gunboats at Liverpcol Landing.

Nrar Liverreoor, May 23, 1863.

Generar: I marched my command on yesterday as rapidly as the
exhausted condition of the artillery horses would permit, crossed the
river, and by dark reached a point 4 miles distant from Liverpool.
Resuming the march this morning at 5 a. m., I hastened on to Liver-
pool and posted my battery near the river bank and my cavdlry dis-
mounted within a few steps of the river. The smoke of the enemy’s
boats descending the river was plainly visible at the time of my
arrival, and within a few minutes after taking position three trans-
ports and two large gunboats appeared. The battery at once engaged
them as they came within range, and as they passed my dismounted
men poured a rapid and effective fire throuﬁ the portholes of the

nboats and all openings of the transports, driving the enemy from

is guns. Taking position below the town, he opened a brisk fire of
shell, grape, and canister, with but little injury to my command, I
am pleased.to say. The fleet, after an hour’s delay, resumed its
course down the river and has passed Satartia;. The transports are
boarded up on the sides and covered with thin iron plates, loopholed
for small arms, and armed with six fieldpieces each. My impression
is the fleet has 'gone down for reinforcements. The force left in
Yazoo City is estimated by my scouts, who have just returned from
the town, at from 800 to 1,200 men. A cavalry force is ef?pected by
the enemy at Yazoo City, coming by the valley road. For this I
am now watching. ‘

I find that Liverpool is the only point where the battery can be
advantageously posted on the Yazoo from Snyder’s to Yazoo City,
and T t%ink it doubtful whether the enemy will give me another
opfortunity at that point.

am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' WirT Apams,
Colonel, Commanding, ete.
Brigadier-General JoHN AbAMs,
Commanding Brigade.

[Telegram.]

Carro, I, May 19, 1863—2.30 p. m.
The following telegram was received yesterday by me:
I . - ‘'WASHINGTON, D. ., May 18, 1863.
The War Department proposes to send a force up the Arkansas River. In

the absence of Admiral Porter, give all the cooperation in your power and
necessary instructions. .
: H., W. HALLEOK.

Captaln PENNOCX, »
' Senior Oficer, U. 8. Navy, Cairo, Il



14 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

I answered it as follows: o
i Cairo, ILL.,, May 18, 1863.
I have no control over the movements of the naval forces below this station.
Admiral Porter left his instructions with Lieutenant-Commander Breese, at
mouth of Yazoo River, In regard to the disposition of naval forces above
Vicksburg.
Will forward your telegram for cooperation to him by earliest opportunity.

A. M. PENNOCK.
Major-General H. W, HALLEOK, .
Generalin-Chief, Washington, D. 0.
The dispatch has been forwarded.
‘ A. M. Pe~NNoCE,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gioeon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U, 8. Navy, commanding
off White River, urging additional vessels ¢n that vicinity.

U. S. GunBoaT TYLER,
Off White River, May 19, 1863.
Sir: I would respectfully request that more light-draft gunboats
_may be ordered to this station, in order to fully comply with your
order of the 16th instant in regard to keeping four gunboats near
Greenville and in sight of each other. It will be impossible for me
to carry out the order now without leaving the mouth of the Arkansas
unguarded. I deem it actually necessary that a gunboat shonld be
stationed off Napoleon, as I have information that there are some
three of four hundred of the enemy’s troops stationed on Red Fork,
and that their pickets come into Napoleon almost every day, and 1
fear that they will fire into our transports if there is not a gunboat
stationed “there. )
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. M. PricueTT,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porteg,
Commanding Mississippt Squadron.

Letter from Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke,
U. S. Navy, commanding off Red River, regarding coal for the
ram Switzerland.

U. S. 8. Harrroro, May 20, [1863]1—9 a. m.

My Dear Caprain: Have you finished coaling? I hope you have
left some for the Switzerland. 1 have just emptied the schooner
which purported to have 130 tons, but found she had but 73. My in-
tentions were to have taken out 100 and to have divided the 30
remaining bhetween the Sackem and Switzerland, though it is ques-
tionable whether the latter can burn hard coal. . It is absolutely
necessary that the Swétzerland has coal, in case she is needed to trans-
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port the army dcross. So soon as I learn of General Banks’ arrival
at Simmesport, I shall pay him a visit and then go down the river,
and if I can possibly spare the Pittsburg will seng her up. ~

When are you going up to the mouth of the Black River? It is
necessary that that place be blockaded as soon as possible.

The Price, I suppose, has gone up the river to assist the Estrella
to tow down the raft, but for what purpose I can not imagine, as I
learn they have already transported their whole army across the
Atchafalaya. ,

Let me know your plans.

Very truly, yours, Jas. 8. PALMER.

Captain HENrY WaLkE, U. S. Navy.

Report of Fleet Captain Penmock, U.S. Navy, regarding the purchase
of light-draft boats.

Orrice MississippPI SQUADRON,
Cairo, IU., May 21, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the following light-
draft boats have been purchased in Cincinnati by Paymaster a‘rilman,
for service in the upper Ohio, Kanawha, and Big Sandy rivers, viz:
The Victory, a new vessél, draft 18 inches when converted into a
gunboat ; the Florence Miller, new last March, and the Rachel Miller,
new, draft 23 inches when converted into a gunboat.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
_ A. M. PeNNoOCE,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Operations against Vicksburg, May 19-July 4, 1863, by the United
-States naval forces under Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
including bombardments May 19-22, May 27, June 20, and final
surrender July 4, 1863.

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, announcing the investment of Vicksburg by the Army forces.

Rear or Vickssure, Miss., May 19, 1863.

My forces are now investing Vicksburg. Sherman’s forces run
from the Mississippi River, above the city, 2 miles east. McPher-
son is to his left and McClernand to the left of McPherson. If you
can run down and throw shell in just back of the city it will aid us
and demoralize an already badly beaten enemy. The enemy have not
been able to return to the city with one-half of his foices.

We beat them badly on the 16th, near Edwards Station, and on
the 17th at [Big] Black River Bridge, taking about 6,000 prisoners,
besides a large number killed and wounded. ~ -

Two divisions were also cut off from their retreat and have gone
eastward; many of their men throwing down their arms and leaving.
The enemy only succeeded in getting back three pieces of artillery.
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I have instructed my quartermaster and oommissa%‘f to send up
boats to Lake’s Landing with forage and provisions. Will you please
gsend a convoy? Please send a boat up to Haynes’ Bluff, which I
think is evacuated. Our cavalry have gone up to see,

U. S. GranT.
Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTeRr,
Commanding Mississippi Squadren.

Letter from Major-General Sherman, U, 8. Army, to Acting near-Adﬁinl Porter,
U. 8. Navy, requesting the services of two gunboats to silence a water
battery. )

HeapquarTters 15TH ArMmy Corpes,
Walnut Hills, May 19, 1863.

Dear ApmiraL: My right is on the Mississippi. We have posses-
sion of the bluff down a mile or more below the mouth of the bayou.
Can’t you send immediately a couple of gunboats down? They can
easily see and distinguish our men, and can silence a water batte
that is the extremity of their flank on the river and enfilade the left
flank of their works.

I think nearly all the guns of their up(f)er batteries are moved
inside of Vicksburg and are now on the land front.

You will have no trouble in distinguishing our flank. It is about
one-fourth mile below a cattle pen on the immediate shore of the
Mississippi.

I would get General Grant to make this request, but he is far on the
left flank, and it would take hours to find him.

Truly, yours, ' W. T. Ssen
: . T. SHERMAN
Major-General.

Admiral PorTer or SENIOR OFFICER at mouth of Yazoo.

[ 3

Letter from Brigadier-General Steele, U, 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the investment of the oity.

Brurrs NeEarR Mississippr River,
Just above Vicksburg, May 19, 1863.
You can rely on any information which may be given you by the
bearer. We have the city invested, and all the bluffs between this
and Snyder’s under our control. There are no troops at Haynes’
Bluff. General Grant has sent Colonel [Grantham] Taggart to
communicate with Admiral Porter by way of Snyder’s Bluff. Gen-
eral Grant wishes the admiral’s cooperation in taking Vicksburg.
"We are short of rations and want rations sent up the Yazoo to
Snyder’s, if the Chickasaw Bayou is not navigable.
Very truly, yours,

Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy.

(Any officer of the Army or Navy of the United States into whose
gfﬁndls ti:is may fall will please forward it to Admiral Porter imme-
iately.) ’ ~ '

Frepk. SteeLe.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Benton, to move up toward the town.

U. S. Mi1ssisstpPI SQUADRON,
: Flagship Black Hawk, May 19, 1863.
Sir: Get underway with all the vessels and move up toward the
town, but do not get under fire. Be prepared to throw in shells in
case you see an attack from our land forces.
Very respectfully,
: Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander JAMEs A. GREER,
Commanding U. 8. S. Benton.

[} ——

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Benton, to open at long range, when
troops are attacked by the enemy.

U. S. Mi1ss1ssipPI SQUADRON, Fracsure BLack Hawk,
Near Vicksburg, May 19, 1863.

Sir: The moment you see the forts on the hills opening on our
troops advancing toward the town, move up and open at long range
with shell on such forts as may be firing; do not, however, get so far
above as to be within a cross fire. The object is to disconcert the
enemy, and by firing shell at your longest range, you can do so.

Do not come in range of the guns above the city, as there are no
forts there that can trouble our army. Fire on the forts on the hill,
and try and drop your shell in them. You can, no doubt, do so with
heavy charges ang good elevation without exposing the vessels.

Very respectfully, ;
Davip D. PorrEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippt Squadron.
Lieutenant-Commander JAMEs A. (GREER,
- Commanding Benton, below Vicksburg.

If you are doubtful how to proceed, send over here at once. I
can’t leave here at present.

P —

Additional order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander Greer, U. 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8. Benton,

U. S. Mississippr SQuAaDprON, Fraesair Brack Hawk,
= = Near Vicksburg, May 19, 1863—}: 10 p. m.
Sir: Go up high enough with the vessels to throw shell into the
forts and into tﬁe town if possible, keeping the vessels scattered
and keeping them on the move so the enemy won’t get the range.

51246°—N W B—vVOL 25~-12——32
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Try as high as the canal first, and if you find that right, move
higher, always looking ‘out for your vessels. Fire heaviest charges
and long ranges, and scatter your shot around the forts and town.

Respectfully, Davip D. PorTeR
. )

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander JaAMes A. GREER,
Commanding Benton.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer, U, §. Navy, making enquiry why orders had not been received and
obeyed.

U. S. Mississippi SQUADRON, FragsHiP Brack Hawk,
Near Vicksburg, May 19, 1863—9:40 p. m.

Sir: I sent an order to }}:ou by my aid; Mr: Brown, to go up to-
night and get as near to the town as you could without being seen.
The object was to keep the people alarmed. The order was delivered
by Mr. Brown to an officer who was in the Carondelet’s boat (Mr.
Brown not being able to communicate with you). The officer was
made to understand the order. .

I wish you would examine into the matter and explain why the
order was not delivered and obeyed. 1If the Zuscumbia can raise some
10-second shell, you will go up to-night and fire at the town, so that
10-second shell will reach it; 2,100 yards will be about the distance,
which will be some ways above the canal. If the Tuscumbia can not
be of service, the Benton and Carondelet will go up, and by shelling
now and then, and training your rifled 42-pounders sharp on the bow,
you will be able to use them effectively. Let the Carondelet follow
you closely, and keep her abreast of you, a little on your quarter.

To-morrow, if General McArthur wishes to land troops at Warren-
ton, the ﬁunboats must cover him while landing, and then move up
toward the town. ‘

By shifting your 40-pounder to the bow, you can easily throw shell
into '%)lie town. The object is to throw shell about the courthouse, if
possible. :

The army will likely go in to-morrow, and we must do our share,
even if the vessels suffer.

Very respectfully,
Davip D. PoRTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander JAMES A. GREER,
Commanding Benton.

P. S.—Since writing the above I have received your explanation in
relation to going up. Carry out the order, give them a good shelling
for a little while, and let each vessel take turns in annoying them
through the night. The water batteries won’t amount to much in the
dark. Don’t get ashore.
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General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the use of
shrapnel.

GENERAL ORDER,} ‘ U. S. Mi1ssissIPPI SQUADRON,
No. 55. : May 19, 1863.

A %reat quantity of 24 and 12 pound shrapnel is uselessly expended
by the light-draft vessels, from not taking proper precautions
in firing and from the officers not being instructed in the manner of
cutting the fuze. '

It is useless to fire shrapnel when it is goin§ to burst beyond
the enemy ; therefore, a shrapnel should burst at least 30 feet before
getting to the object fired at; 5 seconds gives a flight of about 1,200
yards, therefore 1t is easy to calculate what one second would give,
viz, 240. yards. The great mistake in shrapnel firing on the river
. is'not cutting the fuze short enough.

The distance to be fired can always be ascertained to a nicety, for
the seconds on the fuze correspond with the long mark on the sight
bar, and when the breech and muzzle sights are in line the shrapnel
will burst at the point on which the gun is sighted.

In driving guerrillas from the levees, the proper way is to get
below them about 200 yards and fire so that the shrapnel will burst
along the levee and not over it; this enfilades it and must drive any-
one out. :

When there is more than one vessel, one should go below and the
other above and get a cross fire. By a little reflection and a little
practice there will be less waste of ammunition.

Care must be taken, in cutting fuzes, not to cut too deep, thereby
entering the magazine, endangering the bursting of the shrapnel
as it leaves the gun. .

There are no better incendiary shells than shrapnel, when used
against inflammable material.

’ Davip D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Benton,
regarding the firing from that vessel.

U. S. Gunsoar BenToN,
Below Canal, May 19, 1863.

Sir: I have received your verbal order to go up after dark and
shell the town. I have Tespectfully to inform you that I came uj
with the vessels this afternoon as high as the foot of the canal.
large gun that was put up to control the canal opened on us, the
enemy making very good shots; fortunately, none of us were struck.
We fired back, using heavy charges and long-range shell. Some of
our shell exploded in close proximity to the fort. There are also
two forts, one above and one below the gun mentioned, the latter

artially masked. The one above had three guns that 1 could see.

n going up, and whilst in the act of ﬁrin%)on' the town, we shall be
exposed to a cross fire from these three batteries that I mention.
It will be impossible to keep out of the range of the batteries when
above them. With my Dahlgren 50-pounder rifle, to-day, I threw
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shot into the town every time.” The 7'uscumbia got out of 10-second -
and 15-second shell, and I sent her back to the depot to see if any
had come for her to-day. This was before I received your order
for the night attack. I propose moving about 11 o’clock, unless
otherwise ordered.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. A. GREER,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippt Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8., Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Tuscumbia, regarding the firing from that vessel.

U. S. Mississipp SQuapron, U. S. S. TuscuMBia,
Crevasse, May 19, 1863.

Sir: By request of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, I have the honor
to inform you that we engaged the enemy’s batteries at Vicksburg
this afternoon at long range. . '

Lieutenant-Commander Greer states that with his 50-pound
Dahlgren rifles he threw shell into the town. )

This vessel engaged the battery that fired upon us, but I am not
able to say whether we did them any damage. None of the vessels
was struck. ‘

The T'uscumbia got out of ammunition, except 5-second shell, and,
by order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, we withdrew, at dark, out
of action.

The Benton and Carondelet will follow us to this place soon.

Lieutenant-Commander Greer desires me to say that we will be
ready to engage the enemy again to-morrow morning.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James W. SHIRK,
Lieutenant-Commander.

- Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrer, U. S. Navy,
Commonding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk.

P. S.—I find that there is no XI-inch ammunition here. We
have no shell but 5-second, and when we are in range of the lower
batteries these shells explode at about one-third of the distance be-
tween us and them.

James W. SHIRK,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S8, Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Breese, U, 8. Navy, to take temporary charge of the bombarding fleet.

U. S. Mississippr SQUADRON, FracsHIP BLACK HAWK,
. : Haynes’ Bluff, May 20, 1863.
Sir: You will go below and take char-ée of everything there until
I come down. Keep the mortars at work night and day, with noth-
ing less than 20 pounds of powder.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 21

If the town does not surrender, take charge of the gunboats, and
efter dark to-night let them proceed up close to the town so that
5-second shell will reach the center of it, and bombard it furiously
until it gets too hot for you, or endangers the destruction of the ves-
sels. Make the vessels keep out of the line of the mortars. After
bombarding furiously for a time, let the vessels (one at a time) go up
during the night and annoy the enemy all they can. ,

In the daytime keep one vessel employed all the time with her
rified guns, throwing shot and shell deliberately into the town,
keeping out of their rifle range, if there is much chance of injuring
you. ‘ :

Very respectfull :
Y 7 Davip D. PorTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breesk,
Senior Naval Officer, Commanding Boats Below Vicksburg.

[Endorsement.]

This was turned over to me, being the senior officer just below
Vicksburg, Captain Breese remaining above.
- James A. GREER.

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
¥U. 8. Navy, requesting that the gunboats shell the Confederate intrench-
menf s,

Near VicksBure, Miss., May 21, 1863.

I expect to assault the city at 10 a. m. to-morrow. I would re-

uest, and earnestly request it, that you send up the gunboats below

the city and shell the rebel intrenchments until that hour and for

thirty minutes after. If the mortars could all be sent down to near

the point on the Louisiana shore, and throw in shells during the

night, it would materially aid me. I would like at least to have the
enemy kept annoyed during the night. :
U. S. GraNnT.

Rear-Admiral Davio D. PorterR,

Commanding Mississippt Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting letter from
Brigadier-General Arthur, U. 8. Army. .

No. 29.] MaississippPr SQUADRON, FracsHIip Brack Hawk,
May %3, 1863.

Sir: On the evening of the 21st I received a communication from
General Grant, informing me that he intended to attack the whole
of the rebel works at 10 a. m. the next day, and asking me to shell
the batteries from 9:30 until 10:30 a. m., to annoy the garrison. I
kept six mortars playing rapidly on the works and town all night;
sent the Benton, Mound City, and Carondelet up to shell the water
bgt{e‘ries, and other places where troops might be resting during the
mght,
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At 7 o’clock in the morning the Mound City proceeded across the
river and made an attack on the hill batteries opposite the canal.
At 8 o'clock I joined her with the Benton, Tuscumbia, and Caron-
delet. All these vessels opened on the hill batteries, and finally
silenced them, though the main work (on the battery containing the
heavy rifled gun) was done by the Mound City, Lieutenant Com-
manding Byron Wilson. I then pushed the Benton;, Mound City,
and Carondelet up to the water batteries, leaving the Tuscumbia
(which vessel is still out of repair) to keep the hill batteries from
firing on our vessels after they had passed by. .

The three gunboats passed up slowly, owing to the strong current,
the Mound City leading, Benton following, and Carondelet astern.

The water batteries opened furiously, supported by a hill battery
on the starboard beam of the vessels. 'Y‘f\e vessels advanced to
within 440 yards (by our marks) and returned the fire for two hours
without cessation, the enemy’s fire being very accurate and incessant.

Finding that the hill batteries behind us were silenced, I ordered
up the 7'uscumbia to within 800 yards of the batteries, but her turret
was soon made untenable, not standing the enemy’s shot, and T made
her drop down. ‘

I had been engaged with the forts an hour longer than General
Grant asked; the vessels had all received severe shots under water
which we could not stop up while in motion, and not knowing what
might have delayed the movement of the armK, I ordered the vessels
to drop out of fire, which they did in a cool, handsome, manner.

This was the hottest fire the: gunboats have ever been under, but
owing to the water batteries being more on a level with them than
usual, the gunboats threw in their shell so fast that the aim of the
enemy was not very good.

The enemy hit the vessels a number of times, but, fighting bow on,
the shot did but little damage; not a man was killed, and only a
few wounded. I had only ammunition enough for a few moments
longer, and set all hands to work to fill up from our depot below.
After dropping back, I found that the enemy had taken possession
-again of one of the lower hill batteries, and was endeavoring to
remount his guns, and had mounted a 12-pounder fieldpiece to fire
at General McArthur’s troops, which had landed a short time before,
at Warrenton. I sent the Mound City and Carondelet to drive him
off, which they did in a few moments.
~ The officers and men of all the vessels behaved with their usual gal-
lantry. They had none of them been to rest for.three days and
nights, most, of them having been-engaged in firing on the batteries
‘and town, and I allowed them to devote the afternoon to the neces-
sary repose. '

I beg leave to enclose a letter from General McArthur, explaining
why he did not (to use his own expression) “take advantage of the
results gained by the gunboats.” I have since learned through Gen-
eral Grant that the army did assault at the right time vigorously—
in the noise and smoke we could not see or hear it. The gunboats
therefore were still fighting when the assault had proved unsuccessful.

The army had terrible work before them, and are fighting as well
as soldiers ever fought before, but the works are stronger than any of
us dreamed of. '
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General Grant and his soldiers are confident, and I am confident,
that the brave and energetic generals in this army will soon overcome
ull obstacles and carry the works. ,

I might give the army more assistance if I had some more ironclads -
above the town, and by sacrificing one or two of them; but the calls
on me from Red River up to this place enable me to do less than I
wish to, with nine ironclads in all.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
Davip D. Porrter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GmoeoNn WELLES,
Secretary of Navy, Washington.

{ Enclosure.]

HeapQuarTERs 6TH Division, 17tTH ArMy Cores,
In Field near Vicksburg, Miss:, May 23, 1863.

ApmiraL: T received your communication regarding the silencing
of the two batteries below Vicksburg, and in reply would say that
I witnessed with intense satisfaction the firing on that day, being the
finest I have yet seen. I would have taken aclvantage of the results
then gained by your vessels, and had given the necessary orders to
do so, when I received peremptory orﬁrs from Major-General Mc-
Clernand to move my command around to the right of my position,
to supyort a portion of his troops who had gained a lodgment in the
enemy’s works.

I arrived, however, too late, and have now been ordered back to
my former position, and to follow up any advantages your vessels
may gain. I have made a request to have some rifled guns sent me,
which I require, and on receipt of which I expect to be able to enfilade
% Whistling Dick’s ” position; at any rate I will try.

I am informed to-night that there is a levee, running from the
spur of the hill opposite my camp to the river, which I intend to have
explored to-morrow, when I expect to be able to communicate more
freely with your vessels. I will watch their action and cooperate.

I am your most obedient servant,
: J. MOARTHUR,
Brigadier-General, Comdg. 6th Division, 17th Army Corps.

Admiral D. D. PorTEg,
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

Instructions of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, for all oficers, regarding
the attack.

U. S. Mississiepi SQUADRON, FragsH1? Brack Hawk,
Near Vicksburg, May 21, 1863—Evening.
Sir: Every vessel must work hard to-night and to-morrow morn-
ing to get General McArthur’s command across the river. At 8
o’clock to-morrow morning all the gunboats must be underway
near the mouth of the canal, ready to attack the lower battery. The
plan will be to open one battery at a time and silence that. 1 will be
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over early in the morning. Tell Captain Shirk his vessel will have
to go into action; if she sinks, the tug will pick up the swimmers.

The army attack the town at 10 o’clock to-morrow, and we must,
with our small force, be heard from. . Qur shells must burst well to-
morrow, 5-second the favorite. Read this letter to all the. officers.
Have a tug ready for me at the landing where the 7uscumbia lies b
6 o’clock-to-morrow morning, by which time I expect you to have all
of McArthur’s troops over.

Very respectfully,
Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER,
Commanding Benton, below Vicksburg.

‘P. S.—If McArthur’s troops can get over without you, at 12 to-
night move up the Benton, Mound City, and Carondelet as near the
city as possible. Throw in rapid broadsides and bow guns without
any  particular aim, and not too high. Keep dropping down and
going ahead to shift position. After firing for an hour rapidly,
keep up a moderate bombardment during the night, so as to annoy
the enemy all we can before the attack in the morning. Fire at the
flash of the hill batteries, particularly at that big rifle gun. Have
the tug all ready for me. Mr, Germain will remain on shore to take
care of the stores,

Davip D. PortEr.

— e

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, transmitting reports of
commanding officers.

No. 38.] U. S. MississipPr SQUADRON,
Near Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to forward the reports of the commarders
of the ironclads engaged in the actions of the 22d of May and the
27th * of May.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
_ Davp D. PorTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gmeon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.}

U. S. Guneoar Mounp City,
Below Vicksburg, 22 May, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose the executive officer’s report of the
damage sustained by this vessel during the fight to-day ; also the sur-
geon’s report of the wounded. One hundred and seventy projectiles
were expended. N

* See pp. 34-37.
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The officers of the gun divisions deserve great credit for their skill-
ful handling of the guns under a most galling fire. ‘ -
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ ByroNn WiLson,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, .
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[ Subenclosure.]

U. S. Gunsoar Mounp Crry,
Below Vicksburg, May 25, 1863.

Sir: I beg leave, respectfully, to report. the damages received by this
vessel in the engagement with the Vicksburg batteries, May 22, 1863:

1st. A shot struck and lodged in starboard bow near the stem and
5 feet under water, not doing much damage, the timbers being 4 or 3
feet thick. :

2d. A shot went through the forecastle, on port side, into the coal
locker and lodged in the coal, cutting the deck plank only.

3d. A shot on starboard side went through the hammock nettings
and starboard chimney at the lower band, tearing the chimney half
off, then through the galley and overboard.

4th. A shot 1n front passed through two plates of heavy boiler iron,
the iron of pilot house near deck, and through deck, cutting away
carline, and lodged in a mess chest.

5th, A shot on starboard side cut throngh half of the hog-chain
stanchions, passed through wheelhouse, cutting away iron wheel arm
and brace, then through steerage, tearing up about 8 feet of the plank,
and breaking carline and woodwork in wardroom.

6th. A shell burst close to No. 6 Dahlgren gun, starboard side,
knocking off a small piece of the muzzle.

Tth. A shot on the starboard side struck the iron near the top, cut-
ting half through and bending one of the plates, knocking out a stan-
chion and starting the bolts on the inside. '

8th. A shot on starboard side struck muzzle of No. 7 gun, 82-
pounder, cracking the gun about 5 inches, then glanced and went
through the hammock netting and four or five clothes bags and
dropped over alongside pitman. :

9th. A shot struck iron on starboard side, over shell-room hatch,
knocking off the plate and driving a piece of it about the size of the
ball through the casemate.

10th. A shot on starboard quarter cut away an awning stanchion,
arlld Eusse‘d through cabin skylight, close to the deck, tearing up the
plank. | ~

11th. A shot through port chimney, 20 feet from the deck.

12th. A shot through brace of forward stanchion and skylight.

13th. A shot on starboard side struck iron plating between guns
Nos. 4 and 5, 3 feet above the water, and glanced off, bending the
plate and starting bolts. o

14th. A shot on the starboard side at the shell room, 2 feet under
water line, glanced without doing any damage. -

15th. A 510t struck knuckle on port quarter and glanced, knock-
ing a hole in the casemate. :
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16th. The lower block of one of the boat tackles was shot away and
the davit badly bent.
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ”
. . F. T. CoLEMAN,
Acting Ensign and Ewvecutive Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding Byron WiLson, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Mound City.

U. S. S. Mounp Crrty,
Mississippi River, below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863.
Sir: The following casualties occurred on board this vessel to-day
during the engagement with the Vicksburg batteries, viz: Theodore
Scheid, lieutenant of infantry, contused wounds of left eye and right
side; Christopher Luft, private, Company A, Fifty-eighth Regiment
Ohio Volunteers, contused wound of right forearm, slight; Frank
Holly, master-at-arms, contused wound of back, slight ; Charles Gun-
nerson, fireman, contused wound of left side and punctured wound
of shoulder.
Very respectfully, ‘
Tuos. Rick,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Byron WiLson, Esq.,
Commanding U. 8. S. Mound ('ity.

U. S. GunsoaT BENTON,
Below Vicksburg, May 24, 1863.

Sir: I respectfully submit the following report of the movements
of this vessef):

On May 19 got underway from naval landing and stood up toward
rebel batteries, the Tuscumbia and Carondelet in company. At 12:20
the lower hill batteries opened fire on us, which we returned at long
range, fired seven shots, the other vessels also firing, and then went
to the bank and tied up on Louisiana side.

At 4:30 p. m. the three vessels again %ot underway, and when
within range opened on the batteries. This vessel fired 55 times.
Toward dark dropped down and tied up to the bank. The rebels
fired slowly and deliberately at us, but fortunately none of the ves-
sels were struck. At 11 p. m. this vessel and the Carondelet stood
up above the canal on the Louisiana shore and opened on the town
at long range, the enemy ﬁring but a few shots in return. This ves-
sel fired 43 times, then dropped down out of range.

At 2 a. m., May 20, got underway and stood up within range of
rebel batteries and fired 41 times upon them and the town. At 2:30
dropped down out of range. The Carondelet then passed up to shell
the town.

At 9:10 p. m. fOt underway, accompanied by the Clarondelet and
Mound C(ity, and proceeded slowly up toward Vicksburg, crossed
over to the Mississippi shore, and approached the hospital battery.
At 11:28 opened fire and engaged this battery thirty-three minutes,
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then dropped down, the Mound City and Carondelet coming up in
turns. We fired 42 times. The enemy responded, but not rapidly.
We were struck twice in the upper works; no one was injured.

At 12:80, May 21, tied up to Louisiana shore. At 2:45 this vessel
got underway again; was detained some time by tiller chain parting;
then stood up on Louisiana side and fired 11 times upon batteries at
long range; then drop}])‘led down. The Mound City occupied lower
batteries from 8 a. m. till noon; the Carondelet from 1 till 5. At 5:28
we stood up and opened fire on rebel batteries; fired 26 times. 'The
vessels went up in turns during the night and shelled hospital bat-
tery and town. At 1 a. m.,, May 22, this vessel went up and fired
24 times, with but one or two shots in return from the rebels.

At 7:30 a. m, this vessel, with the whole squadron, stood up toward
Vicksburg, fighting and passing the lower batteries. This vessel
advanced well up to the hospital battery, firing whenever a gun
would bear, the enemy firing upon us very rapidly and from nearly
all his batteries. 'We opened fire at 8:23; at 10:40 the signal to dis-
continue action was made. We then dropped down, and after com-
municating with you went in to the Mississippi shore and tied up.
In this sharp action we fired 283 times. “We were struck 13 times,
4 times at the water line, once on each bow, and twice on starboard
side. At first the vessel leaked some, but we have it now com-
pletely under control. Fortunately, no one was hurt. :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas, A. Greer,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porteg,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

B ]

Reports of Lieutenarnt-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8,
Tuscumbia,

U. S. S. Tuscumsia,
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your order,
I got underway at 7:05 a. m. to-day, in this ship, and followed the
U. S. S. Benton, Mound City, and. Carondelet toward Vicksbhurg.

At 8:55 we opened fire upon the lower bluff battery, which was
soon silenced. We then proceeded on up the river and engaged the
lower water battery. The enemy brought to bear upon us all of his
lower batteries, mounting at least 50 guns of heavy caliber.

We continued firing until 11:25 a. m., when, by your order, given
from the vy, on which tug you carried your flag, we made signal
to the squadron to discontinue the action. v

There were expended on board of this ship, using two guns only,
55 XI-inch shell. . '

The officers and men of the Tuscumbia behaved with their usual
gallantry and spirit.

To Acting Ensigns James Marshall and Thomas M. Farrell, who
commanded the only guns engaged, and to Pilot Isaac N. Ashton,
I am much indebted for their services: o
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Francis Reno, seaman, was at the wheel during the whole of the
action, assisting the pilot, and was slightly wounded in the hand.
There were no other casualties.

I enclose a separate report of damages received. ;

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
James W, SHIRk,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral Davio D. PortEer, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. U. 8. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk.

[ Subenclosure,]

U. S. S. TuscumBia,
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863.

Sir: During two days’ action with the enemy’s batteries at Vicks-
burg this ship was struck three times, once upon the hull, doing no
damage, once through the woodwork, injuring the upper deck
slightly, and once upon the iron plating of the fighting pilot house.
This shot was broken into small fragments, but the effect upon the
pilot house was to start every bolt, throw out of é)lace every iron
plate, and start every timber 1n the forward part of the pilot house.

I again most respectfully call your attention to the outrageous
manner in which this ship has been put together. The bolts that held
the iron on the front of tEe pilot house were not more than five inches
}long; they could be drawn out after the house was struck by one’s

ngers.

I enclose two drawings, one a fore-and-aft midship section of the
turret and fighting pilot house.

By this you will see that from @ to y there is no protection to the
wheel from a shot or shell entering the forward midship port, and
also that 2, the hatchway of the magazine passage, is very much ex-
pots:d. During the engagement at Grand Gulf, sparks of fire did
enter it.

U-V is the iron armor intended to protect the upper part or the
pilot house, laid on as in the drawing. ) :

O is the lookout hole; there are two of these on the forward part
of the house; the shot above mentioned struck the port one.

The second -drawing represents the present appearance of the
upper part of the pilot house.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. SHIRg,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk.

Report of Acting Lientenant Murphy, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8.
Carondelet.

U. S. S. CArONDELET,

: Below Vicksburg, May 23, 1863.
Sir: It becomes my duty to report to you the condition of this
vessel. By the enclosed letter from the executive officer, you will be
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better able to judge of the propriety of loading her down' with am-
munition and the necessary quantity of coal for continuous running.
She has now on board about 1,100 bushels of coal. Her boilers have
not bev:. cleaned for forty-one days, and the engineer considers it
unsafe to use them longer. I have an ardent desire to participate in
the capture of Vicksburg, and not to suffer the well-earned reputation
of the Carondelet to be diminished while in my hands. At the same
time, I feel mK responsibility deeply as her commander, but I owe
you a duty, which is to tell you of her precarious condition. The
order to receive ammunition has nevertheless been obeyed.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J~o. McLeop Murpny,
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter,
Commanding U. 8. Mississippi Squadron, ete.

[Subenclosure.]

U. S. S. CARONDELET,
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863,

Sir: In obedience to your order, I respectfully report the condition
of this vessel after the engagement of to-day. She received in close
uarters one shot on her starboard side, on the iron plating near the
gavit, doing but little damage. She also received a shot on her port
bow, between the knuckle and water line, cutting out about 10 feet
of plank within 1} inches of the water line; this I have battened with
a pine board to keep the vessel afloat.

This damage, with the severe jams in the knuckle she received in
the Deer Creek expedition, and the parting of a beam in the engine
room, which causes the vessel to spread in the deck room, have placed
the boat in such a leaky condition as to require the constant working
of the pump. T respectfully recommend that these damages be re-
paired Eefore recetving coal or ammunition on board. I do not think
she could otherwise make a long run with safety.

. T also recommend that a couple of steam or syphon pumps be pro-
cured. I believe they can be had at the blac{;smiths shop in the
Yazoo River. The forecastle pump can not be worked when the
vessel is in action.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. DonaLbsON,
Acting Ensign and Ezecutive Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding Jounx McLeop Murpny,
U. 8. 8. Carondelet.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, .to Major-General Grant,
U. 8. Army, announcing the silencing of the hill batteries by the gunboats, and
attack upon water batteries, | ) '

U. S. S. TuscuMBIA,
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863—2 p. m.
GeNErAL: I attacked the batteries this morning at 8 o’clock with
the gunboats after they had been playing on them all night. We "
silenced all the hill batteries, and then attacked the water batteries at
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short range. The enemy’s fire slackened considerably, but not enough
to induce me to continue the action, the men being very much fa-
tigued. Continued the action an hour and a-half longer than you
requested, and I wished to keep ammunition enough on hand in case
you hove in sight. In the meantime McArthur’s division were seen
straggling along the top of the hills near the deserted batteries. The
enemy, perceiving they were unaccompanied by artillery, got one or
two fieldpieces in one of the batteries we had silenced. I immedi-
ately got underway with two of the gunboats and shelled them out.
Could General McArthur have known the state of things, he could
have gone into the forts without any trouble, and can do so now. 1
will write to him, and inform him of the fact. It is an important
position, and commands all the batteries down to the water batteries.
There is only one gun on the battery opposite the Marine Hospital.
We disabled the big rifle gun above the canal, after a short action
with it, and we now hold the river within 1,800 yards of the batteries
in front of Marine Hospital. .
Very respectfully and sincerely, ,
Davip D. Porrrr.

Major General U. S. GRANT.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Major-General Grant,
U. 8. Army, regarding further operations, :

Fragsuip Brack Hawk,
Near Vicksburg, May 22, 1863—Evening.

Dear GenErAL: I wrote to you to-day that we had commenced an
attack with all the gunboats on the forts on the hills, which are
silenced, and then proceeded to the water battery in front of the hos-
pital, in hopes of silencing that. We found it a hard nut to crack,
and fought 1t two hours, with apparently no damage to men, fort, or
guns, which is not very strange, considering it stands back from the
river, none of it is above ground, and we never saw a man. The
vessels were a good deal cut up, but fortunately no one was killed.
One of the hill batteries, after we had dismounted the gun, went to
work to repair the damages, and got a fieldpiece in the fort, which
we found out, and shelled the people away. ‘

General McArthur’s troops, which were landed at Warrenton this
morning, went straggling along that way and were fired at by this
fieldpiece. It is a pity they did not assault, for they would have
taken the place without any trouble, as there were not 20 men in it.
It is the most important fort along that range of hills, commands the
big rifle-gun fort, which we damaged and silenced, and the latter
commands the rest of the batteries. I thought it would be well to let
you know this, and also that all the left of Vicksburg is open for the
enemy to go out or in as he likes.

To-day, before General McArthur came up, a large number of rebel
cavalry went out, and a short time after a company of our cavalry
came in, looking for Warrenton, and they never even met each other.
MecArthur has only 3,000 men; if he had 5,000 he could block up all
that range of hills. If he will assault these forts, with the aid of the
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gunboats, he will take them all, They are poorly manned; still, he
must have ladders, as the ditches are deep. Our men are much used
up, but we will bombard all we can. There is no danger of our firin
into you, as we know exactly where you are. Most of our shell fa
beyond the court-house, and none to-the left of the fort which Gen-
eral Sherman has been working at to-day.

Very respectfully,

Major-General U. S. Granr,
Commanding Forces in Rear of Vicksburg.

Davip D. PoRTER.

Letter from lajor-Geieral Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, requesting cooperation of gunboats and mortars in besieging the
_ city. ) '

NEar Vicksure, Miss., May 22, 1863—8:30 p. m.

Your note, dated 2 p. m., is just received. I had sent-you a dis-
patch stating that the assault at 10 a. m. was not successful,
although not an entire failure. Our troops succeeded in gaining
positions close up to the enemy’s batteries, which we yet hold, and,
1n one or two instances, getting into them. I now find the position
of the enemy so strong that I shall be compelled to regularly besiege
the city. I would request, therefore, that gou give me all the
assistance you can with the mortars and gunboats. McArthur has
been ordered to join McClernand, but I wish to countermand the
order, if it has not already been executed. I have no means of
communicating with General McArthur, except by way of Young’s
Point. Will you do me the favor to forward to him the accom-

panying ?
: ‘ U. S. GraNT,
Rear Admiral Davip D. Porregr, ‘
Commanding Mississtppi Squadron.

P. S.—If the gunboats could come up and silence the ufpper water
battery and clear the southern slope of the second range of hills from
the Yazoo Bottom, it would enable Sherman to carry that position,
and virtually give us the city. The mortar boats, I think, could be
brought with security to within 1 mile or less of the bluff, on the
Missxssigpi shore, from which they could rain shells into the city.
Let me beg that every gunboat and every mortar be brought to bear
upon the city.

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8, Navy, regarding the movements of the enemy. .

\ Near Vickssure, Miss., May 23, 1863.
Your note of this date is just received. I am satisfied that you
are doing all that can be done in aid of the reduction of Vicksburg.
There is no doubt of the fall of this lplace ultimately, but how long
it will take is a matter of doubt. intend to lose no more men,
but to force the enemy from one position .to anather without ex-
posing my troops. ' '
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I have information that the enemy under Johnston, who have
been. threatening me, have gone back to Calhoun, on the Mississippi
Central Railroad. There are but about 8,000 of them, much de-
moralized. B :

A force is collecting at Yazoo City which numbers now about
2,000 men. Does this expose your boats now up the Yazoo? If so,
I will send Lauman to disperse them, although I do not like to
detach any troops until this job here is closed up. One week is as
long as I think the enemy can possibly hold out.

U. 8. GranT.

Rear-Admiral Davio D. Porreg,
~ Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

—_————

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U: 8. Navy, to Major-General Grant,
U. 8. Army, regarding continued operations, and referring to the disabling of
the U. 8. 8. Tuscumbia.

U. S. MississipPI SQUADRON,
Above Vicksburg, May 23, 1863.

GeneraL: Yours of May 22 has been received. I am doing all
with the mortars and gunboats that can be done.

I attacked all the batteries yesterday as high as the water batteries
at hospital, but I found it impossible, with our slow vessels, to get
beyond that point, the current was so strong. We were perfect
targets for the enemy., The Tuscumbia was soon disabled, and the
other boats cut up between wind and water, and we had to haul out
of action to repair damages. I fought the batteries one hour and a
half longer than you asked me to do.

I do not think it possible to get the gunboats up to the point you
speak of without sacrificing every vessel and man on board, but I
am feeling my wa‘f\[')alon with the mortars, and drop them down a
little every day. Depend that I am doing everything that can be
done with my small means. I think we lost a fine chance yesterday
on your left of going into the fort on that range of hills. Those
~ hills, as I told you, had no one on them. I forwarded your letter

to General McArthur. o

Hope you will soon finish up this Vicksburg business or these
people may get relief. I wrote to General Hurlbut four days a%?,
telling him that I thought you would thank him for every man he
or anyone else could send you.

General Banks is not coming here with his men, He is going to
occupy the attention of Port Hudson and has landed at Bayou
Sara, using your transports for that purpose.

If the people in the batteries now in our possession see us send-
ing coal barges lgr, it would be well to fire on any boats the enemy
may send out to destroy them.

~ Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: : Davip D. Porter.

Major-General U. S. Granm,
-~ Commanding Army of the Tennessee.
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[Telegram.)

: Vickssure, May 24—1 p. m.
General Steele, with sharpshooters, can keep the upper water bat-
teries from firing. With his batteries he can silence the guns from
the top of the second ra,'n(‘fe,of hills. If one or two gunboats will
then run down and enfilade the southern slope of the second range,
General Steele can secure that height. -
U. S. GraNT,

Major-General.
Admiral PorTEr.

[Telegram,]

Mississiepr SQuUabproN, May 24, | 1863].

I have but one gunboat here; she is unfit for the purpose. The
Carondelet, below, is unfit to go into a fight. 7Tuscumbia disabled,
and two would be too small a force to pass up by the batteries.

I will write you on the subject. In the meantime, will open the
mortars on that spot.

PORTER,
Admiral.
General GranT.

Order of Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Major-General Sherman, U, 8.
Army, giving notice of suspension of hostilities for purpose of burying the
dead. ,

Hpgrs, DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE,
Near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863.

GeENERAL: By an afreement entered into between the major-gen-
eral commanding and Lieutenant-General Pemberton, commandin
Confederate forces in Vicksburﬁ, there will be a suspension of a
hostilities for two hours and a half, to commence at 6 p. m. to-day,
during which time you will send and bury our dead and gather in
anﬁ of our wounded we have in front of your line.
y order of Major-General U. S. Grant: '
: JNo. A. RawLins,

: Assistant Adjutant-General.
Major-General W, T. SHERMAN,

Commanding Fifteenth Army Corps.

[Circular.]

HeapQuarTers FirTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
. Near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863.
There will, therefore, be a suspension of hostilities from 6 p. m. to
8:80 p. m., to bury the dead and gather in the wounded. All com-
manders will respect the truce with absolute fidelity, and avail them-
selves of the opportunity to bring in and bury the dead. Surgeons
will be sent with stimulants, -
- By order of Major-General W. T. Sherman: o
_ : R. M. SAwYER,

] Assistant Adjutant-Generdl,
51246°—N~ w B—voL 25—12——3 ’



34 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS,

{Telegram.]

Newreort News, #Hay 26, 18636 : 20 a. m.
(Received, Washington 7:20 a. m.)

Steamer - State of Maine, just down from City Point with 100
officers, including those of /ndianola. Richmond Examiner, of May
25, has the following:

MOBILE, May 23.

A special dispatch to the Advertiser and Register from Jackson yesterday,
says heavy firing was heard in the direction of Vicksburg this morning. It is
reported and believed in official circles that the enemy assaulted the works at
Vicksburg on Wednesday and were repulsed. Snyder’'s Bluff has been evacu-
ated. 'The courler reports that Yazoo City was captured by the Federals and
the navy yard burned by our troops. An officer from Vicksburg reports that
Grant has been wlipped back.

Later—The enemy have made three desperate assaults at Vicksburg, and re-
pulsed. Some official information has heen received of the capture of Helena,
Ark., by General Price. A letter from Jackson, dated 19th, says General John-

- ston this morning threw ten to twelve thousand men over the Big Black to
Vicksburg. An official dispatch from General Johnston, dated the 23d, says an
officer who left Vicksburg on Tuesday, reports that an assault near the Yazoo
Road nn Pemberton’s entrenchments had been repulsed.

S. P. Lgg,

Acting Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Giveon WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Order of Acoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, §. Navy, to Commander Woodworth,
U. 8. Navy, for the bombardment of hill batteries, May 27, 1863,

1. S. S. Brack Hawk, May 26, 1863.

Sir: You will move up with all the gunboats to opposite the canal,
hugging the shore under the bank on the side of the river on which
Vicksburg lies. At 8 o’clock attack hill batteries and try and silence
them if fyou can. If they are silenced perfectly, move on up and
make a feint as ingoing to attack the water batteries, keeping close
under the land. You may give the water batteries some long-range
shot. Watch the motions of the Cincinnati and protect her when
she goes up the river again.

Respectfully, D. D, PorTerr.

Commander S. E. WoopworTH,
Senior Officer, Commanding General Price.

Beport of Commander Woodworth, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, General
Price, regarding bombardment of hill batteries.

U. S. S. GenNeraL STERLING Prics,
Below Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication (at 6 a. m. this day), vdatedge May 26, in which I am di-
:'ec.ted, with all the gunboats, to engage, at 8 o'clock, the hill bat-
eries, :
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At the appointed hour got underway and proceeded up to the point
designated, opposite the canal, and immediately engaged the hill
batteries. : ' :

Discovering a number of men occupying the extreme lower hill
battery, our vessels o%egled on them with shell and shrapnel.

After a space of about half an hour, discovered them to be our
troops, they hoisting an American flag. I immediately made signal
for the vessels to desist their fire on this battery. o

We continued to engage the other hill batteries until the Cincin-
nati was seen to return up river, when, after a period of thirty rain-
utes, to make certain of the withdrawal of the Cincinnati, retired
from action.

We were engaged for one hour and fifteen minutes with the hill
batteries, but were not able to silence them; they replied to our fire,
however, but slowly. ‘

The Tuscumbia Was not able to %o up, owing to her being without
a pound of coal. I left directions for her to take on coal sufficient to
last about three hours, should it arrive, and come up, but it did not
reach here until our return. -

Enclosed, I forward you the reports of Captains Greer, Murphy,
and Wilson, also the report of the gunner as to the amount of ammu-
nition expended on this vessel. i

I am happy to state no one was injured during the action, although
the enemy’s shell flew thickly around us.

I send you, under the charge of an officer, John B. Morrow and
Thomas M. Cobb, of the Second Missouri Regiment, and James
Stratur, of the First Mississippi Regiment, all three being deserters,
coming down to our vessels while under the bank; also J. M. Bab-
cock, of the Forty-sixth Illinois Regiment, who escaped from one
of five compeanies which were surrounded and taken by the enemy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Seuim E. WoopworTH,
Commander, Commanding Price.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D. PorTer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Liecutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8.
Benton, regarding bombardment of hill batteries.

U. S. S. Benton,
Below Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that this morning this vessel,
with the cther vessels of the squadron under your command, stood up
and at 8.20 opened fire on the lower hill battery. We worked in
quite close to the Mississiplpi shore and fired very deliberately and
only when we could plainly see the enemy’s gun. The enemy re-
sponded as rapidly as his large gun would allow him to work it, a
number of his shot falling quite close to us. Fortunately, we were
not struck. We fired 14 9-inch 10-second shell, 7 42-pounder rifle
10-second shell, and 3 32-pounder 10-second sheli, a total of 24 fires.
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Owing to the action of the current and the height of the battery
above us, I was at times obliged to be silent for several minutes while
working out to get the range. :
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. A. GRrEEr,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Commander S. E, WoopworTH,
Commanding U. 8. 8. General Price, Senior Officer present.

Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 5. 8.
Carondelet, regarding bombardment of hill batteries.

U. S. S. CARONDELET,

Of Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.
Sir: I have the hono:x to report as follows, in reference to the en-

gagement of to-day: :
In accordance with a signal from the U. S. S. Sterling Price, this
vessel engaged the lower batteries at about 8.15 a. m., and with-
drew to the Louisiana shore at about 9.45 a. m. The bow battery and
the battery on the starboard side, respectively, in charge of Acting
Ensigns Benjamin and Amerman, were engaged. The range of shot
wus 1n the direction of the bluffs and as near the locality of the bat-
teries as could be determined from our position and the random
fire of the enemy. The elevation varied from four to seven degrees.
__Enclosed is the gunner’s report of the expenditure of ammunition.
I am glad to report the good behavior of officers and men and the
absence of accident or casualties. It becomes my duty, however, to
recall the attention of Admiral Porter to the leaky condition of the

ship and the precarious staic of the boilers.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JouN McLeop MurpaY
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding, U. 8. 1\’7(wy.

Commander SeLim E. WoopwortH, U. S. Navy,
Senior Officer in charge.

P. S.—We have on board about 800 bushels of coal.

Report of Lieutenant Wilson, U, B, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Mound City,
regarding bombardment of hill batteries.

U. S. Gu~nsoaT Mounp Crry,
Below Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to report that this morning about 8 o’clock, -

in obedience to signal, I got underway and took my station astern
of the Benton for the purpose of engaging the battery on the hill

below Vicksburg. \
——I-did not get a good position for firing, as I had to keep below
the Benton, and the trees hid the gun almost entirely from my sight.
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No one was injured on board.
Enclosed is a fist of the ammunition expended.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ByroN WiLsoN,
Lieutenant, Commanding.
Commander S. E. WoopworTs, U. S. Navy,
U. S. 8. Price.

[Telegram.]

HeapQuarters, May 27, 1863.

‘(tfeneral Lauman, on our left, informs me that your firing to-day
did good execution, but several shots were too far to the left, your
right going into his camp.

) U. S. Grant, Major-General.
Admiral PorTer.

Report of Major-General MoClernand, U. 8, Army, regarding improved effect of
the fire from the naval forces,

[No date.]

GrNeraL: I am happy to congratulate Admiral Porter through
ﬁm on the improved and successful effect of the fire of this evening.

sny of the shells have exploded over the enemy’s works. Any
higher elevation would probagly bring them upon my lines; perhaps
their effect would be increased by lowering their range.

JoHN A. McCLERNAND,
Major-General.
Major-General U. S. GRANT.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, ILL., June 2, 1863.
(Received Washington 3.30 p. m., June 2.)

I have received the following report by steamer Judge Torrence,
arrived from the fleet, Mississippi Squadron, flagship Black Hawk:

NEAR VIOKSBURG, May 27, 1863.

Sir: Amidst our successes regret to report any reverses, but we can not ex-
pect to cogquer a place like this without some loss. At the urgent request of
Generals Grant and Sherman I sent the Cincinnati to enfilade some rifle pits
which barred the progress of the left wing of the army. General Sherman
supposed that the enemy had removed his heavy guns to the rear of the city.
On the contrary, he seemed to have placed more on the water side than usual,
The Cincinnati was sunk and went down in shoal water with her flag flying.
The enemy satill fired at her, but the flag was not hauled down. Twenty-five
were killed and wounded and 15 missing, the latter supposed to be drowned.
The vessel can be raised. The pilot was killed early in the action, I forward
Captain Bache's report by malil,

DAvID D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

A. M. PeNNOOK,
Ceaptain, Commanding Station.
Hon. GioeoN WELLES,
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[}
Reoport of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the loss of the
U. 8. 8. Cincinnati, transmitting report of commanding oficer and telegraphio
messages, :

No. 87.] U. S. MississipPI SQUADRON,
‘ Near Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with Gen-
erals Grant’s and Sherman’s urgent request, and being led to believe
that the enemy had moved his guns to the land side, I fitted the
Cincinnati for the occasion by packing her with logs and hay, and
sent her down to enfilade some rifle pits which barred the progress
of our army. I had my doubts about the strength of the position,
and took every precaution I could think of. ' ,

The Céncinnati started from the anchorage at 9 a. m., and thinking
it was only an attack on rifle pits, I went down after her in a tug,
to direct the operation if necessary. As I approached her, I saw
that she was coming.up stream at a great rate, under a heavy fire
from all the enemny’s guns in that vicinity. They had moved none,
and were pouring the shot and shell into her very rapidly. Still, I
could see none strike her, and went across the river to direct the
firing of the mortar boats. :

She disappeared in a bayou, and I supposed she was taking a short
cut through Old River to avoid the enemy’s fire. In an hour after,
two of her seamen came to the bank, and I sent a boat for them. 1
was then informed that she had sunk. I enclose the captain’s report
and the telegraphic messages that passed between General Sherman
and myself on the occasion. , o

The general had good reasons for su}[:posing the guns had been
moved, as it had been done at most of the other hill batteries. The
Cincinnati went down with her colors flying and kept them up after
she was sunk, the rebels still firing on her. She can be raised when
the water falls a little. Officers and men lost all their effects; only
the public money was saved. As near as we can learn, 25 were killed
and wounded, and about 15 missing, supposed to be drowned. The
pilot was killed as she rounded to abreast of the batteries. Lieu-
tenant Commanding Bache steered her out of the action himself.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. Porregr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Gipeon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures, ]

Mississippr SQUADRON, FracsHIr Brack HAawk,
Above Vicksburg, May 27, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to Kour ordery the (Cincinnati got underway
this morning at 7 o’clock and steamed slowly down until a little
abreast of where the mortars lay, when we rounded to. The enemy
fired several shots from a gun called “ Whistling Dick,” but soon
gave 1t ug).

At half past 8, with a full head of steam, we stood for the position
assigned us.
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The enemy fired rapidly, and from' all their batteries.

When abreast of our position, and rounding to, a ball entered the
magazine, and she commenced filling rapidly. Shortly after, the
starboard tiller was carried away. Before and after this time the
enemy fired with great accuracy, hitting us almost every time. We
were especially annoyed by plunging shots from the hills, an 8-inch
rifle and a 10-inch smoothbore doing us much damage. The shots
went entirely through our protection—hay, wood, and ‘iron.

Finding that the vessel would sink, I ran her upstream and as
near the right-hand shore as our damaged steering apparatus would
permit. About ten minutes before she sunk, we ran close in, got out
a plank, and put the wounded ashore. We also got a hawser out to
make fast to a tree to hold her until she sunk. Unfortunately, the
gw:n ashore at the hawser left it without making fast, the enemy still

ring.

Thge. boat commenced drifting out, and I sung out to the men to
swim ashore, thinking we were in deeper water (as was reported)
than we really were. I suppose about 15 were drowned ang about
25 killed and wounded, andp 1 probably taken prisoner; will sum up
our whole loss.

The boat sank in about 38 fathoms of water, lies level, and can
easily be raised. She lies within range of the enemy’s batteries.

The vessel went down with her colors nailed to the mast, or rather
the stump of one, all three having been shot away. Our fire until the
magazine was drowned, was good, and I am satisfied did damage.

We only fired at a two-gun water battery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo. M. BACHE,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Actir&g Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
ommanding Mississippi Squadron.

B ]

MISSISSIPPI SqQuabroN, May 25, [1863]—10 a. m.

I am fitting a gunboat to go down and attack that water battery—
the only one I have. She will be ready to-morrow.
, PorTER, Admiral.
General SHERMAN.

Viokssure, May 25, [18631—4:46 p. m.

We are making regular approaches. I will look out for you, and
I can operate with the 80-pounder rifles. '
' SHERMAN, Generdl.
Admiral PorTEr.

RO,

Mississippr SQUADRON, May 26, [18631—5 p. m.

I would like one of your officers here to point out what you hold,
so that we will not fire on you to-morrow.
PorTER, Admiral.

General SHERMAN.
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Viokssure, May 26, [18631—7 a. m.

Certainl ‘yoﬁr mortars can drop shell in the city, and gunboat
expected this day can fire on reaching Steele’s flank, which will be
known by the United States flags. :

Admiral PorTERr.

.SHERMAN, General.

a——

Mississipp1 SQUADRON, May 26, [1863]1—8:30 a. m.

Your officer has arrived. I am getting the vessel ready. Will be

down about 2 p. m., or before.
Four deserters came to me yesterday. Rebels think Vicksbur

sure to fall; troops dissatisfied ; provisions not dplent;y.
Mortar shells killing many beef cattle stowed in city.
PorTER, Admiral.

General SHERMAN.

MississipPI SQUADRON, May 26, [1863]1—2:20 p. m.
I am all ready with the gunboat. Please appoint the time of at-
tack and make your arrangements accordingly.
PorTER, Admiral.

General SHERMAN.

——

Vickssure, May 26, [1863]1—10 p. m.
We do not propose to attack, but wish all demonstration that the
funboats can make when the time comes to cooperate in clearing the
1ills on our right. Then you will send a boat down along this shore,
at 9 a. m,, an(¥ shell at close range. I will be there and pour in the
30-pounder Parrotts and 6-pounder shell and clear the hill of sharp-

shooters.
SHERMAN, General.

Admiral Porter.

ea—

MississipP1 SQUADRON, May 26, [1863]—10:30 p. m.

I will be there.
: PorTeR, Admiral,

General SHERMAN,

'Miss1ssipPr SQUADRON, May 27, [1863)—11:16 a. m.
Too hot, I think, for the gunboat.
PorTER, Admiral.

General SHERMAN.

——————

Mississiepr SQUADRON, May 27, [18631—12:20 p. m.

Cincinnati is sunk,
PorteR, Admiral.

General SHERMAN.
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‘ Mississiprr SQuabroN, May 27, [18631—12: 46 p. m.
Will you send out troops to protect our men until I can rescue
them? They are at the bayou.
PorTER, Admiral.

General SHERMAN.

————————

Mississtppl SQUADRON, May 27, [18631—12: 46 p. m.
Can the enemy cut our men off¢ ;
PorTER, Admiral.
General SHERMAN,

Vickssure, May 27, [18631—2:16 p. m.
The boat ran close to the batteries, rounded upstream, caught sev-
eral shots under her stern. She sunk to the level of her upper deck.
I have sent men to relieve and guide them out. The boat is lost for

the time.
SHERMAN, General.

Admiral PorTEr.

Commendatory letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant Bache, U. 8.
Navy, late commanding U, 8, 8. Cincinnati.

Navy DeparrMENT, June 1%, 1863.

Sir: Acting Rear-Admiral Porter has forwarded to the Depart-
ment copies of your reports of the 27th and 29th ultimo, detailing the
circumstances of the loss of the U. S. S. Cincinnati, under your com-
mand, in an attack upon the Vicksburg batteries.

Whilst regretting the loss of a ship ﬁ)a_t has so often successfully
engaged the enemy, the sad casualties attending it, and the sorrows
that have been brought to the hearts of the famiiies of those who
gave up their lives in the service of their country, it is gratifying to

eel that the officers and crew of the Cincinnati performed their (%uty
nobly and faithfully. All reports yet receive tesg? to this fact,
and General Sherman, with whom you were directed especially to
cooperate, and who was an eyewitness, says, “ The style in which the
Cincinnati engaged the battery elicited universal praise.”

Amidst an incessant fire of shot and shell, even when the fate of
the vessel had been sealed and destruction both from the elements and
the enemy was threatened, the officers and men apx})lear to have stood
bravely at their posts, and it is a proud record of the Cincinnati that
when her last moments came “ she went down with the colors nailed
to the mast.”

It is with no ordinary pleasure that I express to you and the sur-
viving officers and crew of the Clincinnati the Department’s appre-
ciation of your brave conduct.

Very respectfully, etc., GmeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,
Lieutenant George M. Bacne,
Late in Command of the U. 8. 8. Cincinnatt,
Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting additional re-
port of the commanding officer of U. 8. 8, Cincinnati and letter from Major-
General Sherman, U, 8. Army.

No.44.] U.S. Mississippr SQUADRON, FrAGsHIP Braok Hawk,
Near Vicksburg, May 30, 1863,

Sir: T have the honor to enclose a communication from Lieutenant-
Commanding Bache, containing further particulars concerning the
Cincinnati, with a fist of killed, wounded, and drowned. Also a
letter from General Sherman, who witnessed the affair. ‘

From all accounts the officers and crew of the Cncinnati behaved
in the most handsome manner.

Very respectfully, yourr obedient servant,
Davip D. PorTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Gipeon WerLLES :
Secretary of the }Vcwy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Brack Hawk, May 29, 1863.

Sir: I have to make the following additional report of the affair
between the ("incinnati and the Vicksburg batteries:

The only shot which did not penetrate us struck the bow casemate,
which was well greased. Two shots entered the shell room, one com-
ing through the fantail and ricochetting up through the recess of the
wheel below the water line, the other passing through the side, cap-
sizing nearly all the boxes on the port side of the alley. It was imme-
diately filled with water. A third shot entered the magazine and
flooded it almost instantly, thereby preventing us from returning
(any more) the enemy’s fire. I believe she was hulled twice after
this, as she was felt to lift bodily without other apparent cause, A
heavy rifle shot penetrated through the pilot house'; the starboard
tiller was shot away; all of her staffs were shot away, rendering it
necessary to nail the flag to the stump of the fore-staff. Several
plunging shots went through the deck; one IX-inch, an VIII-inch, a
rifle 30-pounder, a 32-pounder and a 12-pounder howitzer were dis-
abled. Two shots were fired after the vessel sunk, one of them throw-
ing up a shower of mud and water, drowning several men swimming.
I can not notice one of my officers without the rest, all behaved so
remarkably well. I have to recommend for medals the following-
named men, viz:

Thomas Hamilton (quartermaster), severely wounded at the wheel,
afterwards returned to lend a hand, and had to be sent below. Frank
Boise (quartermaster), coolness in making signals, also nailing the
flag to the stump of fore-staff, when I called for some one to do so.

homas Jenkins (seaman), Martin McHugh (seaman), T. E.
Corcoran (landsman), and (from the Choctaw) Andrew Dow (hoat-
swain’s mate), were consplcuous for their bravery and coolness.
These were no ordinary cases of performance of duty, for we were
suffering terribly from a severely accurate fire,

The casualties were as follows, viz: Henry Attenborough, pilot,
killed; Tobias Cody, carpenter’s mate, killed; James Thompson,
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landsman (Choctaw), killed; Daniel Hand, landsman (Choctaw),
mortally ‘wounded (since dead); Peter Dalton, landsman (Choc-
taw), mortally wounded; Gilbert L. Coleman, ensign, contusion;
Simon Schultice, first assistant engineer, slightly wounded; Henry
Booby, ensign, slightly wounded; G. H. Stevens, acting carpen-
ter, contusion, severe; Charles Bratton, seaman (Choctaw), frac-
ture of right foream; William Woodruff (contraband), second-class
fireman, fracture of forearm; Clovis O. Smith, landsman, splinter
wound in right arm ; Thomas W. Hamilton, quartermaster, contusion;
Solomon Guess, master-at-arms, contusion; Patrick Rockett, first-
class boy, scalp wound; George Washinfton, contraband, contusion;
William H.. Cohen, paymaster’s steward, contusion; Isaac Foreman
(contraband), captain’s steward, contusion; Fred. Young, private,
Company C, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, wounded ; James Cooper,
captain after guard, missing, drowned; Patrick Burns, captain after
guard, missing, drowned; Henry Thornbury, seaman, missinF
drowned; Cornelius O’Neil, seaman, missing, drowned; Leopod
Snyder, landsman, missing, drowned; James Pettingill, landsman,
missing, drowned ; James Wilson (contraband), first-class boy, miss-
ing, drowned ; Henry Freeman (contraband), first-class boy, missing,
drowned; Albert Williams (contraband), first-class boy, missing,
drowned; Richard Howard (contraband), first-class boy, missing,
drowned ; William Redhorn, corporal, Company C, Fifty-eighth Ohio
Volunteers, missing, drowned; Martin Campbell, private, Company
C, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, missing, drowned; George Just,
private, Company C, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, missing, drowned ;
Thomas Smith, landsman, taken prisoner and paroled.
Respectfully, etc.,

Geo. M. Bacus,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

P. 8. June 1, 1863.—John McMorrow, seaman, drowned.

HeapQuarters 15TH ARMY CoRPS,
Walnut Hills, May 28, 1863.

Drar ApmiraL: I was on the hill to our extreme right yesterday,
ready to take advantage-of any success to be gained by the gunboat
attack on the enemy’s left flank. At 9 a. m. I saw four gunboats
advance from below and engage the enemy’s lower batteries, and
soon the Cincinnati came down from above, steering directly for
the upper water batteries. From our position we could only see
the hill which shielded them from the rear. As the gunboat ap-
proached she was fired upon from three points. We directed 30-
pounder Parrotts, some 6-pounder guns, and our musketry opened on
all points within reach, but these batteries were covered by the
shape of ground. As the Cincinnati neared, she fired several of
her bow guns, but as the current would have carried her below, she
rounded to, firing from her broadside guns, but soon presented her
stern.
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The enemy’s shot at first went wild, but soon got her range and
struck her several direct shots, and two right under her stern. She
ran slowly upstream, keeping mid-channel, and when about 1§ miles
up, steered directly to the shore in the bend. I saw that her larboard
quarter boat was shot away and her flagstaff, but otherwise she
appeared uninjured. She ran to the shore and soon sunk; her bow
appeared down and her stern up, her upper decks out of water.

he moment I saw her sink, I sent a company of the Seventy-sixth
Ohio to her relief. I could see by a glass that she was near shore,
and her people on the bank. _

Waiting a couple of hours to hear more definite news from her,
I came to the center of my line and dispatched one of my aids,
Lieutenant [Jacob C.] Hill, to see that all possible assistance should
be afforded the crew, and received message that a boat had been sent
to you and that as soon as dark would make it safe, you would send
a boat down with all the assistance required. I received the follow-
ing official report. Inasmuch as you must know all, I have no occa-
sion to report more than' that the style in which the Cincinnati en-
gaged the batteries elicited universal praise, and I deplore the sad
result as much as any one could.

The importance of the object aimed to be accomplished, in my
judgment, fully warranted the attempt. It has proved unsuccess-
ful, and will stimulate us to further efforts to break the line which
terminates on the Mississippi in such formidable batteries.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
W. T. SHERMAN,

Admiral D. D. Porrer, Major-General.

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Major Jackson, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8.
Navy, regarding the loss of three Ohio volunteers on the U, 8. 8. Cincinnati,

Hbpgrs. 58TH REGIMENT, OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
U. 8. Ordnance Steamer Great Western,
Near Vicksburg, May 29, 1863.

Sir: Your communication in reference of 3 soldiers of the Fifty-
eighth Ohio Volunteers missing from the detachment on U. S. gun-
boat Cincinnati is at hand. In reply I would say that, so far, I could
not learn anything of their fate. The impression amongst the mem-
bers of the same company is that they drowned. ,

A member of the company detached on steamer Signal is on board
of this boat. I would liﬁe it much to have him transferred from here
to the Signal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. Jackson,-
Major, Commanding.
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Steamer Black Hawk.
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ﬁeports of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U, 8, Navy, regarding the destruction
of Rock Hill Point Battery and other affairs at Grand Gulf, Port Gibson,* and
vicinity, May 27-June 5, 1863, .

U. S. S. LouIsvILLE, -
Grand Gulf, May 27, 1863.

Sir: Your order of the 23d, directing me to destroy Point of Rocks
[Rock Hill Point] Battery, was not received until last night, accom-
panied by jour two orders of the 26th instant. The men are now at
work destroying the fort.

I have kept afloat and saved two barges. General Dwight took one
of them bel%w with the Forest Queen and Moderator. 1 now have
two empfiy ones, and will send up one by the Silver Wave, as she tows
a covered barge loaded with wagons, etc. From time to time the
army has called upon me for coal. I was obliged to grant the re-
quest, as no wood was on hand, nor could it be had in sufficient quan-
tities to meet the immediate wants of the boats. All the teams at
this post have been steadily engaged in hauling rails; yet, only about
one-half of the consumption og fuel can be suppliéd in that way ; so,
rather than lock their actions, I knew you would prefer their having
the coal. . All the coal I now have is one full barge, containing about
6,000 bushels. I am full, but keep up a light head of steam since
cl’eaning and repairing the boilers. '

I was down to the Horizon (sunk) and succeeded in getting out
three gun carriages, but the stench arising from 60 dead horses and
men made my officers and men sick. The colonel commanding this
post has told me he would send some negroes down with me to cut
away the roof and drift the dead bodies out, so that the diver could
have fresh water to go down in. As soon as the water gets in a con-
dition to admit the negro diver I shall get the guns if they are yet on
board. The boat has not moved any. The guerrillas are stealin
* flour, saddles, etc., from her; we have caught some three or four o
them. No guns have been taken from her.

At the earnest request of Colonel [William] Hall, late command-
ing this post, I went up Big Black some three miles and destroyed
a raft the enemy had placed across the river, chained at both ends,
and commanded by three batteries of two heavy guns each; no guns
had ever been mounted, though the works were complete. The bat-
teries were situated on the brow of a hill, as high as the highest
point of the hill in the rear of Point of Rocks [Rock Hill Point]
Battery. The distance of the raft from the center battery in a
straight line was about 200 yards, and the elevation about 156 3):3 ees.
The five guns and the shot captured here are still on the bank. I
have succeeded in blowing out thgos(.fikes of two rifles (63-inch).

The enemy in the neighborhood of Port Gibson are busily em-
ployed in shooting, killing, and capturing negroes. They show no
disposition to make an attack upon this place. The army have built
earthworks on the crest of the hills here, and also some rifle pits;
six fieldpieces are now in position, and command all the approaches
to the place. '

’:.gaee also Official Records of Union and Confederate Armles, vol. 24, pt. 1,
1) ) )
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Forty gallons, each, of molasses and vinegar, and 200 pounds of
butter will give me two months’ provisions on hand; of these three
articles we have none on board.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Acting Rear Admiral Davip D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—The Silver Wave declines towing up the barge, as her
boilers are weak. I have been presented with one barrel of molasses,
8o none need be sent. ' B K O

U. S. S. LousviLLE,
Grand Gulf, May 29, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 28th instant. The Price arrived this morning at 4, took in tow
the barge of coal and proceeded down the river. ere are but three
barges here that can be used; they are good. The Point of Rocks
Battery is completely demolished, and contrabands are employed dig-
ging out the loose earth. I shall go down to the Horizon to-morrow
and endeavor to recover the guns and all things that may be of value.
I am full of coal (2,400 bushels). :

The enemy are reported no nearer than Jackson. Stragglers and
foragers report having met in Louisiana Banks’ Cavalry, 40 miles
from here. Some of our soldiers have been very far in the interior of
both Louisiana and Mississippi.

All the citizens of Port Gigson have signed a petition to the colonel
commanding this post, praying for an officer to be stationed at that
place to protect them from the encroachments of stragglers, negroes,
and their own friends, pledging everything sacred that he will not be
molested. The planters between the Mississippi and Tensas rivers
and Bayou Macon and Lake St. Joseph (some fifteen of whom I have
seen and talked with) desire to take the oath and be protected. They
report the negroes have full sway, and life and 'E)roperty' are not safe.
[Isaac F.] Harrison’s small partisan band is the only force between
this and Black River. He is beyond Tensas River and can not get to
the river. The Victor, with Colonel Regan, has not yet returneg.

There iS no coal here.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander.
" Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

U. S. S. LoursviLL,
Grand Gulf, Miss., June 6, 1863,
Sir: By to-morrow afternoon the water defenses of this place
will have been thoroughly destroyed. The colonel commanding this
post has received orders to evacuate the place. It is now being done
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as rapidly as. transportation will admit. All the ordnance and
ordnance stores will be sent up to Young’s Point. On the 31st May
I went down to the Horizon to recover what could be had of value.
Only two caissons could be found. The steamer having careened
so much with the falling water, I am led to believe the guns slipped
off the deck. The water on the outer guards is 5 fathoms dee%, and
with poles, grapnels, and leads could find nothing but dead horses
and t%e above-mentioned caissons. To get rid of the stench and
dead animals I burned off the roof, which had slid over the starboard
side. We buried two dead men drowned in the boat. The company
of negro infantry, headed by an orderly sergeant, were captured yes-
terday on the Louisiana side bﬁ about 100 of Harrison’s cavalry.
They were all taken to St. Joseph. The enemy still continues to kill
and capture negroes. I have 1,800 bushels of coal on hand, and keep
very low fires, using about 33 bushels per day. The mouth of Bi
Black is closed in by a bar running from Point of Rocks [Rock Hi
Point] .to the Mississippi shore opposite. I have permitted two of
my officers, Mr. Bates and Mr. Curry, to go to Young’s Point, to pro-
cure mess stores, as their messes are entirely out. Third Assistant
Engineer Degelman and Captain Friesner, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volun-
teers, have returned from leave and reported for duty.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. K. Owen,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Rear-Admiral Davio D. PorTEg,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Extracts from orders of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander
Woodworth, U, 8. Navy.

Furacsure BLack Hawk, May 28, 1863.
Turn over to Captain Greer all unexecuted orders and tell him
to send me a written report every day of the movements of the ves-
sels and what the enemy appears to be doing; also what our troops

are about.
D. D. PorTER.
Commander S. E. WoopworTH,
Commanding General Price.

Fracsuip Brack Hawk, May 28, 1863.

I am told there is a party of rebels at work burning rifle pits down
toward the water and in the direction of one of the lower batteries.
I want these workers annoyed as much as possible without wasting
shell. The Mound City and Benton will reconnoiter constantly, one
at a time, and when any workers are seen, drive them out. Fire but
seldom and then with effect: What is General McArthur doing?
If you can do so, ask him to hoist the American flag on the advanced
work he holds. :

D. D. Porrer.

Commander S. E. WoopworTH, ,
Oommianding General Price.
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Report of Commander Woodworth, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, General
Price, regarding the location of certain vessels.

U. S. S. GENERAL STERLING PRICE,
Below Vicksburg, May 28, 1863.

Str: I have on board this vessel eight days’ coal, also the provi-
sions sent for the Lafayette and Pittsburg, and now await instruc-
tions from you.

There was no list or invoices sent with the stores received. They
were taken on board this vessel as they arrived. Several of the
packages are not marked as to their contents or destination. Some
were broken open, and a portion of the contents missing, amongst
which were coffee, bread, rice, and beans; 1 barrel of molasses and
1 of vinegar were stove. I have had them entered upon the log as
so many packages received, contents unknown.

The 7uscumbia is now coaling. The Carondelet is lying at this
point, cleaning boilers, The Beafon is just below the canal on this
side the river, the Mound City under the bank on the opposite side
of the river, and Captain Wilson is in constant communication with
General McArthur’s command, now in possession of the hill,

I send you three very equivocal individuals who gave themselves
up to Captain Wilson, of the Mound City.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Serim E. WoopworTH,
Commander, Commanding Price.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTer,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander Woodworth,
U. 8. Navy, urging vigilance in preventing the ereotion of batteries by the
enemy.

Missi8s1PPT SQUADRON,

Above Vicksburg, May 28, 1863,

Str: You will keep an officer at all times in the day at the canal,
who will move between that and the house above. His duty will be
to watch the opposite hills and report by some preconcerted signal
when bodies of troops are working on the hills. When I left the
other side for this place (where I am so much occupied) I supposed
" that I had sufficiently indicated my wishes in this matter.

Hereafter it will be the duty of the commander of every vessel to
fire on people working on the enemy’s batteries, to have officers on
shore examining the heights, and not to have it said that the enemy
put up batteries in sight of them and they did nothing to prevent it.

Very respectfully,
Davip D. PorTer.
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Commander S, E. WoopworTH,
Commanding General Price, Below Vicksburg.
[ Endorsement.]

Captain ‘Woodworth sailed last night, and I, being next in rank,
fall heir to this order.
.JAMES A. IREER,
Commanding Gunboat Benton,
May 29, 1863,
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Report of Commander Woodworth, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, General
Prioe, acknowledging orders.

May 28—6:30 p. m.

Sir: As enclosing this, your two communications dated May 28
were received. ' '

Yours relating to the rifle pits I will turn over to Captain Greer,
of the Benton, with instructions that he attend to the same.

The other, in relation to my destination and communicating with
Captain Walke, I will put at once into execution.

Yours, truly,
SeLim E, WoobworTH,
Commander, Commanding Price.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTeg,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8, Army, to Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, requesting the presence of two gunboats for cooperation in the
Yazoo River, '

Near Vickssura, Miss., May 29, 1863.

A large force of the enemy having been driven in from about 35
miles northeast from here, I sent out a force, about 12,000 strong,
on the evening of the 26th. This force is commanded by Major
General Blair, and is instructed to clear out the enemy between the
[Big] Black and Yazoo rivers, and, if possible, destroy the Missis-
sipp1 Central Railroad Bridge over the [Big] Black River.

There is great danger of the enemy crossing [Big] Black River in
tllle rear of this force, and cutting them off from their return to this
place.

I have instructed General Blair, in cases of this kind, to strike for
the Yazoo River, by which route a way back can easiiy be opened.
If you can send one or two gunboats to navigate the Yazoo as high
up as Yazoo City, I would think it highly advisable, at least until
Blair is heard from.

U. S. GranT.

Reur-Admiral Davio D. Porrer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Latter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, requesting the presence of the Marine Brigade at Haynes' Bluff,
Yazoo River, and the services of two siege guns.

Laxe's Lanping, Miss,, May 29, 1863.

Will you have the goodness to order the Marine Brigade to Haynes’
Bluff, with directions to disembark and remain in occupation until
I can relieve them by other troops? I have also to request that you
put at the disposal of Major S. C. Lyford, chief of ordnance, two
siege guns, ammunition, and implements complete, to be placed to

51246°—N W BR--vVOL 25—12-——4
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the rear of Vicksburg. After they are in battery, and ready for use,
I should be pleased to have them manned by crews from your fleet.
U. S. GRANT.
Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTer, .
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

——————————

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Major-General Grant,
U. 8. Army, responding to request for services of Marine Brigade and siege

guns,

Fracsuir Buack Hawk, May 29, 1863.

Dear GeneraL: The brigade will leave for Haynes’ Bluff early in
the morning. I have not a 9-inch gun here—not anything larger
than a 32-pounder (long range), excepting one 10-inch gun with
shell. This would require too much work to mount it, on account of

ivot bolts, etc. I am fitting it on a mortar boat, to throw shells
into the pits in front of Sherman. £ ordered two-9-inch guns sent
to General McArthur at Warrenton. They are there now, on board
the Zwscumbia, ready to be delivered. The difficulty will be in
hauling them so far, though, perhaps, they may be in a better place
for your purpose. I have six 8-inch guns on the Manifou, which
vessel is now up at Yazoo City. The moment she arrives I will
direct her commander to land the guns, and send to Cairo at once for
more 9-inch guns.

Very respectfully,
Davip D. PorTer,
General GrANT.

——

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8. Benten,
regarding attack upon the enemy at work on rifie pits.

U. S. S. BenTon,
Below Vicksburg, May 29, 1863.

Sir: T have respectfully to report that the U. S. S. General Price
left last night for down the river. The enemy have been building
rifle pits or trenches on the crest and side of the hill toward the
battery containing the large gun that commands the canal. This
morning, seeing a number of men there, I went up and fired upon
them for an hour, using 10-second shell, which seemed to burst in
the right spot, and drove them away. I also gave the large gun
which opened on us a few shot. Fortunately we were not struck.
The works referred to extend about a mile to the right of the “large
gun battery ” and toward the city; the rebels appear to have worked
on them vigorously at night.

The Mound City is lying on the Mississippi side of ths river. I
heard from Captain W)ilson last night. He has opened communi-
cation with our army pickets, and states thai our troops are abreast
of him and are getting up three guns to bear on the extreme lower
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battery, which, I think, contains nothing larger than fieldpieces. I
propose giving the rebels another shelling, 1f they make their ap-
pearance, and at dark will exchange stations with the Mound City.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JAs, A. GREER,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Conmunanding Mississippt Squadron.

Report of Gunner Mack, U, 8. Navy, in charge of mortar boats, preferring
charges against Acting Master’s Mate Dooley, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. Mississippl SQUADRON,
Mortar Boats, Bafore Vicksburg, May 29, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that a sense of duty obliges
me to report Acting Master’s Mate [Edward] Dooley (of the steam
ram Sampson, who has been on duty here since the 23d instant, in
obedience to orders from Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese) for
not promptly obeying an order to open fire on the city at about 6.30
yesterday morning.

Previous to giving Mr. Dooley the order, I was informed b%r a
paroled army officer, who had just returned from the city with a
number of others, that T came near planting a shell in the head-
quarters of General Pemberton, and that a little more powder would
reach them. That was good news to me. After waiting more than a
reasonable time to hear from Mr. Dooley, I went to learn the cuuse
of his not opening fire, and as I approaciled the lower boats, I saw
Mr. Dooley coming from some fallen timber toward me. I asked him
why he was not at his boats and firing on the city when I directed?
He said that the men were at breakfast when I gave the order. I
told him that it mattered not whether they were at breakfast or not,
that he should have obeyed the order; that my order was the orders
of Admiral Porter, and that they should be obeyed, let the conse-
(uence be what it would. Then Mr. Dooley told me that he had
his orders from Admiral Porter, also; that I should treat him as a
gentleman, etc.; he, all this time, arguing and making use of aggra-
vating language, and called upon the men as I left him to remember
what I had said to him.

When he told me that he was a volunteer and would leave the
boats, I told him that if he attempted to leave without my knowledge
1 would send him to the Black Hawk under a guard. Upon one occa-
sion I had. to call his attention to an ironical remark w}lich he made
about the shelling of the city, that all we were doing to it was knock-
ing down houses.

Very respectfully, etc.,
EvoeNE Mack,
Ordnance Gunner, in Charge of Mortar Boats,

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porteg,
ommanding U. S, Mississippi Squadron,
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U, 8. Navy, regarding orders to Lieu-
tenant Murphy, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Carondelet, to proceed down
river with bearer of dispatches,

1. S. S. TusouMBIA,
U. 8. Mississippi Squadron, May 31, 1863—} a. m.
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that Mr, [Charles A.] Dana,
bearer of dispatches from General Grant to General Banks, came
over here lasé night with an order from you to either Commander
Woodworth or Lieutenant Commanding Wilson. He informed me
of itsdc_ontents, and in the absence of both of these gentlemen I
opened 1t. ) ‘
Knowing that the Mound City had not coal enough to make the
proposed trip, I gave Lieutenant Commanding Murphy, of the
Carondelet, the order, with directions to obey it. He finished coal-
ing and started down the river at 10:20 p. m.
The transport Forest Queen, from below, has just passed us, going
up the river to a landing above.
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
James M. Suirk,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, :
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Benton,
regarding the shelling of Confederate works by that vessel and the U, 8, 8.

Mound City,
U. S. S. BENTON,
Below Vicksburg, May 30, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that as soon as your order was
received an officer was stationed as a lookout near the canal. Dur-
ing the afternoon no men were seen at work, but just before dark
they commenced worl cn the turn of the road about a mile to the
right of the large gun battery (the same place which I shelled yester-
day forenoon).

As soon as the clouds cleared away sufficiently to enable me to see
my landmarks, I went up in this vessel and shelled the work for half
an hour; some of our shell seemed to burst at the right spot. Yester-
day I saw at times men moving and idling about on the side of the
hill ; they are, I think, a portion of a force stationed to meet our men,
should tﬁey advance up the bluffs.

I have seen no men actually at work this morning, but seeing
a number in the vicinity of the earthwork they have commenced,
directed the Mound City to shell them, which she did. I have just
heard from Captain Wilson. He has not communicated with our
Eickets latelﬁr. I send over four deserters; one of them appears to

e very intelligent.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. Jas. A. GRrEEr,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porre,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,



NAVAL FOROES ON WESTERN WATERS. 58

Report of Lientenant-Commander Greer, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8. Benton,
regarding the shelling of works under construction,

U. S. S. BenToN,
Below Vicksburg, May 31, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that the rebels are engaged in
making works on the side of the hill between the Hospital Battery
and the range of hills to the left of the city. They are below and
to the left of a prominent white frame house. I, in this vessel, drove
them out this forenoon. I fired ten shell at them at intervals and
at long range. They return to their work as soon as the boats drop
down. Some of the mortar shells burst very well for these works
to-day. I am also informed there is a camp back of and between
the large gun battery and the city. One of my officers thought he
saw them at work back there, evidently at inland defenses. I threw
some shell in that direction. Last night three mortar sheli burst in
that vicinity., The Mound City fires occasionally and with apparentl
good effect. She lies in a position for partially enfilading the hill
road. I progose keeping her where she is until it is absolutely nec-
essary that she should drop down for coal.

The Carondelet left last night at 10:40 p. m. for down the river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JAs A. GREER,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral D, D. Porter, -
Comvmanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Major-General Grant, U, 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the services of the Marine Brigade.

NEar Vickssure, Miss,, May 31, 1863.

Will you please direct the Marine Brigade to debark at Haynes’
Bluff, and send all their steamers, or as many of them as possible,
to Memphis to bring down reinforcements? I have ordered the
troops, but it is a difficult matter to get transportation. I would
specially request that any ‘of these steamers that can be spared be
got off at the earliest possible moment.

U. S. GrANT.

Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Report of Gnuner Maock, U, 8. Navy, referring to a successful shot of one of the
mortars,

Morrar Boats, June 1, 1863.

L

Sir: At b o’clock this morning I met Lieutenant [Ira] McFarlan,
One hundred and thirty-first Illinois, who told me that about 8 p. m.
yesterday some thirty rebels crossed the river in a boat from near the
water battery and landed on this side. Lieutenant McFarlan and two
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of his men were hailed and asked what force we had on this [side],
and his answer was that we only had three men (pickets). The rebe
at once opened fire on our party, who were obliged to run back for a
reinforcement, but before anything could be done, the rebels recrossed
the river after firing sixteen times at McFarlan. I exploded a shell
quite close to a heavy gun this morning which the rebels put into
osition yesterday. This gun commands General Sherman’s advance.
i)will open fire on it again as soon as I can get some small canister
shot to put in our shell.
ery respectfully, ete., Eucene Maoxk,
Ordnance Gunner.

Admiral PorTER.

———

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Benton,
regarding the continued shelling of works under construoction.:

U. S. S. Benton,
Below Vicksburg, June 1, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that the rebels are still at work
at the same place I mentioned yesterday, near-a prominent white
house some distance to the left of the Hospital Battery; they appear
to be running rifle pits. I shelled them at long range again yester-
day evening; as soon as the firing ceases they return to their work.
 The laborers are, I think, black men with white overseers. The
mortars can reach this place very easily, some of the shells have burst
right over the works. The Mound City still lies on the Mississippi
side and throws a shell occasionally. She will be obliged to drop down
for coal, I think, to-morrow night. The water is falling rapidly,
and the vessel on the Mississippi side has to anchor in the stream, and
will soon have to %go higher up, where they, should the rebels take ad-
vantage of it, will be in an exposed position; in fact the rebels could
reach the Mound City now, if they chose. I send over a deserter that
was picked up yesterday ; they come in very slowly, and their chances
for getting down to the gunboats are not so good as they were.
When the Mound City goes down for caal, shall I cross over, or re-
main here, where I can see what is going on, and be in direct commu-
nication with the ﬂagshi(f?

The Carondelet arrived from below last night. I directed Captain
Mm})hy to take in coal and to go up and communicate with you per-
sonally in regard to the information he brought back. The U. S. S.
Arizona came up to the naval landing this morning, but did not com-
municate with me. She has since gone down the river.

Very respectfully, your obdient servant,
Jas. A. GREER,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer,
Commandinp Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant Murphy, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Carondelet,
regarding expedition to Perkins’ Landing for securing and destruotion of

property.

U. 8. S. CARONDELET,
Near Perkins' Landing, June 2, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit my report of the last twenty-four
hours, as follows:

I got underway from the ordnance landing below Vicksburg at
5:30 last evening, and proceeded down the river, anchoring at 8:45
off New Carthage, or James’ plantation. '

At broad daylight this morning I started for Perkins’ Landing,
sent a picket ashore, and men to take charge of such property as was
found there. ~

A small rebel picket was observed to leave after we landed. The
main body, consisting of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, as I am in-
formed, had left for 'T'ensas Bayou.

We took on board a quantity of intrenchment tools, a number of
tents, and some provisions,

The rest of the property remaining was fired and destroyed.

I am, this evening, anchored near the head of Diamond Island,
abreast of the wreck of the Indianola, and between Perkins’ Landing
and James’ plantation, commanding the three points,

I am, respectfuily, your obedient servant,

JNo. McLeop Murpry, U. S. Navy,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

o — —

Report of Licutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Benton,
regarding occasional shelling of Confederate works and movements of U, 8,
steamers Carondelet and General Price.

U. S. S. Benron,
Below Vicksburg, June 2, 1863.

. Sir! I have respectfully to re'gort that yesterday the rebels did
not work much on their works. The Mound ity gave them a shell
occasionally, and picked up 6 teamsters (deserters). I sent them
over to you this morning. There was a large fire in Vicksburg last
night; the deserters think it was a large storehouse filled with bacon.
A few of our pickets can be seen at times on the bluffs below the
Mound City. 1 do not think our men are there in any force. -
The Carondelet left for down the river at 5:30 p. m. yesterday.
The Price arrived at 6 p. m. yesterday and started down the river
this morning. I send over 6 more deserters picked up by the Mound
City. Two of them are intelligent. They say the: works near the
white house are rifle pits, to be used in case of an attack by our
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;:rogps from the water side. I can see a few men working there
o-day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. A, GRregg,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PorTer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of l!ajor-General Sherman, U. 8. Army, regarding the proposed mounting
of naval guns in shore battery under direotion of Licutenant-Commander

Selfridge, U. 8. Navy.

HeapQuArTERS F1rTEENTH ARMY CORPS, June 2, 1868.

Dear Generan: Admiral Porter, with some of his junior officers,
was here on horseback the day before yesterday, the same on which
I found you complaining of illness.

I took the party forward to the trenches, the sun glaring hot, and
the admiral got tired and overheated, so that, although we }[l)roposed
coming to see you, he asked me to make his excuses and say he would
come again to make you a special visit. He took the loss of the
(C'incinmati in good part, and expressed himself willing to lose all the
boats if he could do ax(llyf good. He wanted to put a battery of heav
guns ashore, and I told him there would be no objection, and accord-
ingly Captain Selfridge came up last evening, and said he was pre-
pared to land two 8-inch howitzers—to man and work them—if I
would haul these guns out and build a parapet. I can put the party
and their guns on Steele’s Hill. The hauling will be on a dead-level
road till the guns reach the foot of the hill, and the troops can haul
them up. I don’t think 8-inch howitzers can do any particular good
at that point, but they will clear off that hill and make the enemy

suppose it is to be one of our main points of attack.
* * * * * *

I am, etc,,

Major-General U. S. GrANT,

W. T. SHERMAN,

Report of Licutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8. Navy, regarding the prepara-
tion of the shore battery under his command.

In Caxp Berore Vickssura, June 6, 1863.

Six: After many vexatious delays I have succeeded in getting one
of my 8-inch guns in battery, having worked at it all last night.

As usual, the army promises everything, but I have had to do all
the work. T shall have the other gun mounted to-night; it is on the
spot and would have been up last night but for the fact that the
ordnance officer who supplied the gun did not send the iron bolt that
connects the tripod, which is indispensable,

There is a long 4¢-pounder in front of me that I shall endeavor
to knock down; afterwards I shall direct my fire upon the town.
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I send the Manitov down for more ammunition. I should like
very much to have some pieces of portfire cut short and put in the
15-second shell, to make them more combustible.

When I am ready to open fire upon the town I will let you know
by signal, and I would like to have some return directions how the
fire tells.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, »
Tros. O. SELFRIDGE,

Lieutenant-Commander. -
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PorTer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. ‘

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8. Navy, regarding the operations
of the shors battery under his command.

JUNE 8, 1863,

; Sir: I send the Manitou for more ammunition and lumber for plat-
orms.

It is absolutely necessary that we should have the latter, as the
platforms are completely worn out, and the gums can not be used
without them.

The sides of one of the coal barges lying ashore at Young’s Point
would be just the thing, as they must be heavily constructed, as we
are obliged to fire with the rear trucks off.

Our firing thus far has been excellent, though we have nothing
especial to gre at, excepting three or four different earthworks, the
guns in which are not visible. I fire every fifteen minutes at might,
and two hours every morning and evening, consuming on an average
about 150 rounds per day,

The rebels have camps in the ravines back of their works, and we
endeavor to throw the most of our shell in them, though being in-
visible, I am unable to know what execution has been made.

The mortars are firing well.

- My command are all well, but the work is hard and the heat intense.

I hope you will be able to furnish me with the heavy plank.

g;)ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Tros. O. SELFRIDGE,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D. Porrekr,
Commanding Mississippr Squadron.

v

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8, Army, to Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, requesting convoy for troops in the Yazoo River.

NEear Vicresure, Miss., June 2, 1863,

The expedition under General Blair has clearly ascertained the
fact that Joe Johnston is collecting an army at and around Canton,
Miss, They find also that there is 8 good ridge road leading between
the Big Black and Yazoo rivers, with cross-roads to every ferry on
the Black. From Satartia, on the Yazoo, it is only about 10 miles
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across to Cox’s Ferry, on the Big Black. Mechanicsburg, 8 miles

from Satartia, is a keypoint to the whole neck of land. I have de-

“termined to send a garrison up there, using Satartia as a base of

supplies. The infantry will go on steamers to-morrow. I would

request that the fleet you keep at Haynes’ Bluff convoy these troops

up the Yazoo, and remain at Satartia whilst troops are kept at
echanicsburg. »

) Uo S. GBANT.
Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTEer, :
Commanding Mississippt Squadron.
[Telegram.]
Jung 38, 1863.

Captain Walker has command at Haynes’ Bluff and will give any
convoy required.
A deserter just came in; says they talk of cutting their way out.
PorTer,
General GRANT.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8. Benton,
regarding occasional firing from the U, 8. 8, Mound City.

U. S. S. Benton,
Below Vicksburg, June 3, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to reiort that yesterday and to-day the
rebels have not been seen at work., The Mound C%Zty fires an occa-
sional shot into the road. I sent over 6 deserters this morning.

I have received 17 new men and have sent those belonging to the
Black Hawlk back.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. A, GREER,
Licutenant-Commander.,
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, ' :
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Aocting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lisutemant-Commander
Greer, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Benton, to fire upon the enemy’s cattle
and enfilade * Whistling Dick ” and the forts above,

U. S. Mississippl SQUADRON,
Flagship Black Hawk, June 3, 1863.

Sir: I wish to throw some shells (about one every six minutes)
beyond that woods above “ Whistling Dick.” The enemy have sent
all their cattle up there; they are below the hill, on this side of it in
the hollow. We have killed a good many of their beeves with mortar
shells, which are running short, so we must keep up the fire with the

inboats. The Benton or the Mound City must keep at them all

e time. I will send you ammunition if running short.
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The object is to burst the shells about 50 feet above the ground.

Try if you can not enfilade “ Whistling Dick ” and the forts above
him. The town will soon fall now, and we can afford to expend a
little more ammunition.

Before the moon gets up to-night go up as close as you can to the
town, you and the Mound City, and open a brisk fire on it with long
fuzes. They retire there at sundown for repose. .

I will send over a lot of 9-inch to-day. Captain Shirk has a lot
on board the T'uscumbia. :

Very respectfully,
Davip D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. Greer,
Commanding Benton.

——————

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Major-General Grant,
U. 8. Army, referring to operations at Perkins’ Landing and in the Yazoo
River, and other matters,

Fragsure Brack Hawk,
June 3, 1863.

Drear GeNerAL: Six deserters have just come in.  One, who has been
in the trenches, says that if you were to fire more at night it would
prevent the rebels from working and resting. They are moving
some heavy guns to the rear, which they could not do if the artiller
kept at work. I give you this information for what it is worth. VV%'
get about 15 deserters a day, who all tell the same story——shortness
of food and intention to hold out ten or twenty days. Our mortar
shells have given out, but I hope to have a fresh supply in a day or
two. Our mortars have killed a great many cattle F all kinds, and
I am sorry we have no more on hand. The gunboats, though, kecp
shelling in direction of the cattle pens. All the cattle drivers (Mexi-
cans) have deserted us.

The rebels have made a raid upon Perkins’ Landing from Tensas
River. Fifteen hundred of them stood the fire of the gunboat Caron-
delet for an hour, but finally retreated. The colonel commanding at
James' plantation destroyed all the stores at thal place when the
rebels hove in sight, though the gunboat was near at hand. The
captain of the gunboat thinks he behaved badly. '

have sent six 8-inch guns up the Yazoo, with men to work them,
to be placed where required, and two 9-inch at Warrenton. I will
send plenty of hand grenades if you want them, I have sent some
already. They work beautifully. L

Nine steamers were burned by the late expedition up the Yazoo.
The rebels set fire to some of them, and our men could not put the
fire out. Others were aground, and we had to burn them, and others
up the Sunflower were inside of a'bar, and could not be got out. They
were burned with a large amount of provisions, I was in hopes of
presenting you with some fine transports.
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I would have been over to see you the other da%, but after going
over Sherman’s works I was so sick I had not the strength to go
farther. I will be up in a day or two.
Very truly, yours, etc.,
Davip D. Porter.

Major-General U. S. GRANT.

P. S.—An intelligent black has just come in. He says they talk of
cutting their way out. I have just found out where they have moved
their cattle to for safety, and am going to shell them with the gun-
boats. There are not many troops kept opposite McClernand’s front.
Most of them are in front of McPherson and Sherman. Your shot
and shell are killing a great many.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Benton,
regarding the firing from that vessel and the U. 8, 8. Mound Oity upoa the
enemy’s cattle and water battery.

U. S. S. BEnTon,
Below Vicksburg, June 4, 1863.

SIr :kI have respectfully to report that yesterday we saw no rebels
at work. .

Upon the receipt of your order this vessel and the Mound City com-
menced firing once in six minutes at the hills where the enemy are
said to keep their cattle. :

Just before the moon rose, the two vessels started up toward the
city, the Mound C(ity on the Mississippi side, while I took the
Louisiana shore. Owing to a mistake in time, we did not get within
range until the moon had risen, but was not very powerful. ,

We opened on the city and water battery and shelled them briskly
for half an hour. I used 10-second and 15-second shell and am sure
many of them fell into the city.

The fuzes used in the 42-pounder rifle shell are the army fuze and
are not reliable. The 15-second navy fuze used in 9-inch shell, which
we had, were not good, a number of them not bursting, although
every precaution was taken in loading. ,

After shelling the city, I dropped down to my present anchorage,
just inside towhead, and have been throwing a shell into the woods,
night and day, at intervals of fifteen minutes. A scarcity of long-
range fuzes caused me to make the interval so great. have re-
ceived a few 42-pounder rifle shells this morning, and have to request
that some 15-second, 9-inch shell, with a corresponding number of
charges, be sent over.

The Mound City dropped down to the naval landing last night for
coal and ammunition.

While firing upon the city last night ¢ Whistling Dick * gave each
of the vessels a shot, fortunately not striking us.

I have been informed that a coal barge, which sunk at the anchor-
age of the squadron after passing the batteries, has been, by the fall-
ing of the water, exposed. I have not learned any particulars about
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its sitt;ation, but presume Captain Shirk has informed you all
about it. ‘
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ Jas. A. GREER,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral D, D. PorTERr,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

—

Order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer, U, 8, Nayy, commanding U. 8. 8. Benton, regarding the firing.

U. S. Mississipprr SQUADRON,
Flagship Black Hawk, June 4, 1863.

Sir: I took your bearings last night, and you were 2 miles from
the water battery and 2} from the town. Your shells all fell short,
and some of them fell in the water. If you want to do any good, you
will have to move up closer than that. ,

You need not fire much more at the cattle—only now and then.
Fire occasionally at “ Whistling Dick.”

Very respectfully,
Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. GREER,
. Commanding Benton.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Benton,
regarding the firing from that vessel,

U. S. S. Benton,
Below Vicksburg, June 6, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that yesterday and last night I
kept up an occasional firing at the lower battery and the hillside
where the stock was kept. Yesterday about noon the rebels drove a
number of horses, mules, and beeves out of the hollow, on to the plain
beyond the hospital battery ; from this circumstance, I think our shell
must have been the cause of it. I have seen no rebels at work. The
Tuscumbia has gone to Warrenton to land her IX-inch guns. I have
received your letter, stating that on the evening of the 3d our shells
fell short. It surprised me very much, for I surely thought T was in
a good position, and especially for long-range fuzes. Had I been
asked previous to receiving your letter, I would have been willing to
swear that our shells fell into the town.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. Jas. A. Greeg,
_ Lieutenant-Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral D, D. Porrer,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron,
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander 8hivk, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, %,
. Tuscumbin, regarding request of the ohief of artillery for guns.

' U. S. S. TusouMBIa,
U. 8. Mssissippt Squadron, June 6, 1863—1 a. m.
Sme: I have the honor to report to you that I have this moment
reccived a message from the chief of artillery, Seventeenth Army
Jorps, that he wishes the IX-inch guns now on board the Zuscumbia.
He encloses to me a copy of your letter of June 2 to S. C. Lyford,
senior ordnance officer.
1 will go over to Warrenton at daylight and land the guns.
He wants 300 rounds of ammunition. I have not a single round
to give him,
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
James W, SHIRK,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porreg,
Commanding U. 8. Mz‘ssz’ssiﬁpi Squadron,
lagship Black Hawk.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
Greer, U, 8. Ravy, commanding U, 8. 8, Beunton, regarding change of position
for that vessel,

U. S. Mississipp1 SQUADRON,
Flagship Black Hawk, June 6, 1863.

Smr: Yours of this morning has been received. I do not think it
safe any longer for the gunboats to go up above the towhead or on
the opposite side unless specially ordered to do so. The water is
falling very fast, and you will hereafter keep on the canal side. I
should like to get the deserters as they come down, but it is running
too much risk. You can shell the cattle (if you see any) from this
side just as well, and also fire at “ Whistling Dick.” Our long ranges
are better than his,

Do not send any boats for deserters if they come down, but pick
up those that escape in skiffs.

I was very careful in !:akin%l your bearings the other night, and
could see from here that your shells fell short, one or two burst near
the water battery.

Very respectfully, [Davip D. PorTER,]
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Mississippt Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander JAmMes A. Greer
Commanding U. 8. 8. Benton.

P. S.—-You must not sufppose I wished to do you injustice in point-
ing out your shortness of range. I merely wanted to let you know
{our shells were not going right. I presume you are as anxious as

am to do all the harm you can to.the enemy, and lose no shot. Do
not even hesitate to express your opinion to me if you think I am
unjust. I like officers to be frank with me and not take up wrong
impressions, ‘
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{Endorsement.] .

This letter I received with several others, and have just observed
that the admiral has not signed it. I presume through a mistake, he
has so much signing to do.

Jas. A. Grexr.

Report of Jommander Woodworth, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Geners!
Price, regarding expedition to Port Hudson touching at intermediate points.

U. S. S. GENERAL STERLING PRICE,
Below Vicksburg, June 6, 1563.

Sir: I have the honor to report my return to this point at 12
midnight of yesterday. »

In obedience to instruction, contained in your order of June 1,
left here at daylight on the morning of the 3d instant, touching at
Warrenton and}: taking on board Colonel Ri%gin and orderly, pro-
cceded down the river to Waterloo, opposite Port Hudson,

Commodore Palmer dispatched the colonel and his staff-across the
point with a guide to the lower fleet, through whose assistance he was
placed in communication with General Banks.

After receiving the enclosed communication from Commodore
Palmer I proceeded to Bayou Sara, where I reembarked Colonel
Riggin on his return, and started immediately (2 p. m. of the 4th
instant) for this place. S

Being short of fuel, was compelled to stop vepeatedly for wood
which 18 now becoming scarce and difficult to obtain, on account o
the broken condition of the banks.

On going down the river, discovered at Perkins’ plantation (plun-
dering the camp) a number of the enemy’s cavalry; shelled them
until out of range. Having no time to spare, left the Carondelet
to guard the public property there until it could be removed, and
continued on my course.

Also stopped to destroy a flatboat loaded with cotton that was
being crossed at Waterproof, having reason to believe it was intended
for the use of the enemy for the purpose of erecting a battery at
Cole’s Oreek, where we saw a number of white men under very sus-
picious circumstances.

In obedience to verbal instructions, reccived by Captain Shirk
delivered the letters under a flag of truce at Natchez, and receive
the accompanying ones on my return in Jike manner.

We repeatedly received infsrmation from parties on the west bank
of the river, and also from a deserter now on board, taken at Per-
kins’ plantation, that the enemy is in considerable force on that side
of the river between New Cart a%e and the Black Hawk plantation.

We were also informed that [Israc F.] Harrison’s cavalry, with
Bennett's [Thomas O. Benton’s] battery has reached Vidalia from
Harrisonburg, where we left them last month, having crossed from
Trinity by the Tensas, Brushy Luke and Bayou, and are now divided
up into small parties along the viver from the mouth of Red [River]
to James’ plantation.

The deserter taken at Perking’ plantation belonged to [William]
Edgar’s battery, being a portion of McCulloch’s command, that came
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from Texas by way of ‘Shreveport and Monroe (there attached to
General Walker’s command), thence down the Ouachita to Trinity,
thence via the Tensas, the lakes, and bayous to the Mississippi. The
whole command consists of about 4,500 men; he reports that General
Taylor was attached to the staff of General Walker’s command.
he same degree of activity was observed on the river as on m
last trip by skiffs and boats crossing to the Mississippi shore. {
could not spare time to round to and destroy them all.  On my re-
turn trip, being short of fuel, was compelled to make all haste from
point to. point, where I could obtain the wood. '
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SeLiM E. WoobworTH,
Commander, Commanding Price.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrer.

Report of Licutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, regarding apparent cessation
_ of work on the Confederate batteries.

U. S. S. BenTON,
Beélow Vicksburg, June 6, 1863,
Sir: I have respectfully to report that is]resterday we saw no men at
work. The rebels appear to be doing nothing now as far as I ean see.
I have not seen any of our troops on or about the bluffs for over a
week. I fire an occasional shot at “ Whistling Dick” and into
the road.
Quite a number of dead mules and horses float by us every day.
The Switzerland and Price arrived last night. '
Shall T continue to make daily reports to you?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JAs, A. GRreer,
: Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U, 8, Navy, regarding ocoasional firing,
with a response from one gun of the lower water battery.

U. S. S. BenToN,
Below Vicksburg, June 7, 1863.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that I have seen no work going
on about the bluffs or lower batteries, but can see at times on the
hills about the city teams hauling what appears to be heavy loads.
I think it is water. I fire an occasional shot at the works. One
of the guns at the lower water battery opened on us this morning,
but had not quite sufficient rangle. I am short of ammunition for
my 50-pounder Dahlgren rifles. I need 100 Hotchkiss shell, 100 solid
shot, and 200 charges. I have sent for it several times, but_ could
not get it. Had I it, I could annoy the rebels a good deal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘ ,
Jas. A. Greer,
- Lieutenant-Commander, -
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D, Porrer -

Commanding ﬂiiesissippi Squadron,
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General Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8 Navy, in view of the
presence of the enemy at Young’s Point and Milliken's Bend.

June 7, 1863.

The rebels have attacked Young’s Point and Milliken’s Bend
and are about here in force.

The gunboats must keep a good lookout.

Permit no officer or man to cross over by the corduroy road, but
send them around by the levee.

Keep away from the shore at night; either anchor or spar off. Iet
me know if any rebels get in sight.

The Benton will lie as near up to the canal as she safely can, to be
ready to shell any that may attempt to burn our mortar boats.

Davip D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Jamrs A. Greer,
Commanding U. S. 8. Benton,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8. Benton,
regarding work of the cnemy near Hospital Battery.

U. S. S. BentoN,
Below Vicksburg, June 8, 1863,

Sir: I have respectfully to report that yestorday the rebels were
working in the neighborhood of the Hospital Battery and also at a
spot a little to the southward of that battery. I could not make out
what they were doinf, but it seemed as if they were preparing to
mount a gun there, 1 threw a few rifle shell at them ang drove them
out once, but they returned immediately. Some of the mortar shells
fell near them. This morning I saw them drive up a good deal of
stock toward the back of the town, undoubtedly caused by the mortar
firing. I send an occasional shell into the woods where they formerly
kept their cattle.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. A. GREER,
' Lieutenant-Commander.,
. Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PorTer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, regarding progress in the
investment: of Vicksburg, and referring to the ereotion and operation of
Selfridge buttery and others,

No. 55.]

U. S. MississirP1 SQUADRON, FLAGSHIP Braock Hawx,
Near Vicksburg, June 9, 1863.

Sir: I have nothing particular to communicate with regard to the
position of affairs here,

51248°—N W W-—voOL 25120
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The armi i still advancing close to the works. (leneral Sherman
is so close that he can not get nearer without going in.

When the other generals are up with him, I presume that an assault
will be made.

Three batteries have been erected of naval guns, one consisting of
two 8-inch guns in General Steele’s front, under command of Lizuten-
ant-Commander Selfridge. , :

This battery opened fire day before yesterday and cleared every-
thing before it. One battery of two 9-1nch guns is being erected 1n
General McPherson’s front, and two 8-inch guns in front of General
McClernand. These latter did not require naval assistance, only
the guns, and have not made as much progress, the guns not being
yet mounted ; they will be in position very soon. ‘

The mortars keep constantly Ylaying on the city and works, and
the gunboats throw in their shell whenever they see any work going
on at the batteries, or new batteries béing put up.

Not a soul is to be seen moving in the city, the soldiers lying in
their trenches or pits, and the inhabitants being stowed in caves or
holes dug out in the cliffs. If the city is not relieved by a much supe-
rior force from the outside, Vicksburg must fall without anything
more being done to it. I only wonder 1t has held out so long. If the
city is relieved, and our army have to retire, we will lose everything
we have, all of which could be prevented by an addition of 30,000
men, which men can be spared from Missouri alone. If we do not
get Vicksburg now, we never will. :

The rebel steamer Lady Walton came down from Little Rock,
Ark., a few days since, and gave herself up to the commanding officer
at White River. I send her to Cairo to the judge of the district.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D, Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Hon. Gmron WeLLrs
Secretary of the }Vavy, Washington, D. O,

Report of Gunner Mack, U, 8. Navy, regarding the sucoessful fire of the mortars
. upon Viocksburg.

U. 8. Misaiss1rpr SQUADRON,
Mortar Boats, June 9, 1863,
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that ve fired into the city of
Vicksburg about 175 mortars from daylight uatil 11:30 a. m, I
would have continued the firing this afternoon, but our ammunition
commenced to look small, together with being taken quite unwell
myself. The men also complained of being overworked a little too
much, and I thought a good rest would be an improvement,
Very respectfully,
Evcene Mok,
Ordnance Gunner, in charge of Mortars.
Admiral Davip D. Porrer,
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.



NAVAL FORCEB ON WESTERN WATERS, 67

Report of Guamer Mack, U. 8. Wavy, regarding complaints made by the men
under his command.

MorTar BoaTts, June 10, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to inform Xou that the heavy rain this morn-
ing has made the men very wet and uncomfortable, and that I would
‘respectfully recommend that a couple of tents be sent down to them.
here is & general murmur among the men about the meat ration
not being enough, and they say they onlg average meat once a day.
Four of the soldiers left here last night without permission. They
keep coming to me nearly evexY hour in the day to let them go to
camp, and I know it is to get clear of working the mortars. These
men are continually grumbling about hard work and little meat.
I send Seeley Hill, firrman, to the flagship, sick.
Very respectfuliy,
. Eueene Maok,
Ordnance Gunner, in charge Mortars.

‘Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D. Porrer,
Convmanding M ississippi Squadron,

Report of Gunner Mack, U, 8. Navy, regarding the fire of the mortars,

MorTar Boars, June 10, 1863.

Siz: T respectfully inform you that I only fired about seventy-five
shell to-day on account of the rain, at intervals of about six minutes.

Our ammunition is getting short. The men in general request me
to ask gou if they can have their allowance of meat increased.

ery respectfully, etc., :
" ' Eueene Maok,
Ordnance Gunner, in charge of Mortars.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrer,
Commanrding U. S. Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.)

Near Vioksaure, Miss,, June 10, 1863,

. I sent you a dispatch by signal, requesting you to send a gunboat
to meet tx)',ans. rtsinown to be on tmr way%)ere loaded withgrroops.
I have been informed of thirteen being loaded at Memphis, and ex-
pected them here last night, Their nonarrival causes me much un-
easiness, lest they may be interrupted some-place by a battery of the
enemy. I have information of 19,000 troops bemi on the way here
besides those already arrived, and would request that, until they all
get here, a gunboat ply about Island No. 65 and other dangerous
points below it. I am aware, admiral, that heavy drafts have been
made on your fleet above Vicksburg, but hope you will still be able
to comply with thé réquest made herein. ‘

. I am fortifying Haynes' Bluff, and intend to hold it. At present I
do’not think the enemy are near there. All the forces coming to me
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now are being sent to Haynes’ Bluff, and I need not tell you how
anxious I feel for the arrival of those I know to have started.
U. S. GranT,
Rear-Admiral Davip D, Poxt'rram2
Commanding Mississtppt Squadron.

Report of Commander Woodworth, U, 8. Navy, giving the disposition of certain
vessels,

U. S. S. GENERAL STERLING PRICE,
Below Vicksburg, June 10, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that we have completed such tem-
orary repairs on the boilers of the Price as will render her efficient
or a period of a week or ten days, only making it necessary for more

perfect repairs at the expiration of that time.

It is all quiet over here; no indications of the enemy.

No coal has reached here as yet. The T'uscumbia is still engaged
in filling the coal barge below from the sunken barge lately dis-
covered. Captain Shirk requested that the tug be sent to him to-
day, as he wishes to pull the barge off to him; he reports having
rgcm’?ered 4,000 bushels of coal. hat disposition shall be made
of it

No intelligence from the Carondelet or Louisville below. Would
it not be well for the Price to take a run below and see what they
are doing?

The Benton is lying at her old place—-head of the island—throw-
ing an occasional shot into the flank of the enemy.

‘he Switzerland is lying at the upper landing, taking in supplies.
The Mound City is at this point, awaiting further orders. -
Some wagon loads of coal l})vae just arrived and I shall take it

aboard the Price.

Isaiah comes over to you with your things and bearer of this com-
munication,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SeLim E. WoopworTH,
Commander, Commanding Price.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D, PorTer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Greer, U, 8. Ravy, commanding U, 8, 8, Benton,
regarding the placing of gun by the Confederates near Hospital Battery,

U. S. S. BenToN,
Below Vicksburg, June 11, 1863.
Sir: I have respectfully to report that my lookout cfficer informs
me that the rebels have placed a gun in the work a little to the south-
ward of the Hospital Battery, the place at which I reported I saw

men at work a few days ago. . )
The firing from the mortars caused the rebels to drive their stock

into the woods again,



NAVAL FOROES ON WESTERN WATERS, 69

This vessel and the Mound City throw a shell into the woods every
half hour.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. A. GREER,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Porrer.

Report of Gunner Mack, U. 8. Navy, regarding the fire of the mortars.

MorTAr Boars, June 12, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that we fired 193 shells yester-

da{_ at intervals of about five minutes.

he fuzes which we are now using are some of the kind used against
Island No. 10, and T have found out that many of them are so
poorly manufactured that the composition is soft and mealy, which
accounts for the many close explosions of shell to the mortar boats
and halfway to the city.

None but fuzes which have hard composition in them are now
fired, and we find that our shells go to where they are intended,
except one occasionally which will deceive us. There are two axle- .
trees re%t)lired to replace two which were broken yesterday. One
axletree had to be taken from one of the mortars hanging on the side
of the bank, which makes three that we need to make these mortars
serviceable. I beg leave to recommend to you that spare axletrees
be furnished for these 13-inch mortars.

The carriages of these mortars are beginning to show the effect of
our lon% and heavy firing, but not enough to prevent from being
fired as long again without beinﬁ repaired.

Our powder 1s again getting short, and there are only 35 barrels on
the mortar boats and none on the Judge Torrence, so Captain Rich-
ardson tells me. .

Very respectfully, etc.,
EvceNE Mack,
Ordnance Gunner, in charge of Mortars.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTERr,
' Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Commander Woodworth, U, 8, Navy, referring to the probable forti-
fying by the Confederates of some point below Grand Gulf.

U. S. S. Pricg,
Below Vicksburg, June 12, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of this date. I have reasons to believe that some point
below Grand Gulf has been fortified, which has prevented a com-
munication with Admiral Farragut’s fleet, From the fact that I
was assured by Colonel Riggin that a transport from Generzal Banks,
loaded with wagons, was to have been dispatched the day after we
left Bayou Sara for this point, and its not coming to hand leads me
to suppose that some formidable point on the river has been fortified,
preventing their passage.
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I would suggest that the Mound City, or some other gunboat, ac-
company the Price as far down the river as Natchez.

I have to report the desertion of two white boys, who left this
vessel forty-eight hours ago. From information obtained, 1 think
they will attempt to get north on some transport. May a message be
sent to Memphis to have them intercepted {

The Price is very short-handed in men and officers, there being
only 35 white men fit for duty, including petty ofticers, there being
some 12 on the sick list.

I forward you the report of the paymaster of this vessel wherein
he sets forth the refusal of the paymaster of the Black Hawk to
receive the transfer accounts of the contrabands sent to you a short
time ago upon your order. :

The T'uscumbia returned last night, and reports having recovered
1,500 bushels of coal, instead of 4,000 bushels previously reported by
Captain Shirk.

’Fhe Mound City has received her ammunition and taken her posi-
tion at the head ot the towhead. -

The Benton came down this afternoon and is now taking on board
her ammunition.

Ninetecen wagon loads of coal arrived this afternoon, containing
448 bushels, all of which was received on board the Price.

General Herron is busily transporting the reinforcements lately
come to hand across to Warrenton.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Serim E, WoopworTH
Commander, Commanding Price.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porreg,

Commanding Mississippt Squadron.,

Letter from Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brignde, requesting
permission to lamd his cavalry and visit the ram Bwitserland,

HrapQuarTers Mississippi MARINE BRrioapg,
Flagship Autocrat, June 12, 1863,

ApmiraL: We will have saved all the coal by morning in our two
sunk barges. I should like much to-morrow to land my cavalry on
the opposite shore and discover if possible the srqsent locality of the
enemy that visited the point last Tuesday. I desire also to visit the
Switzerland, if not inconsistent with your plans for the movements
of the brigade. . .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Avrrep W. ErrzT,
Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade.
Rear-Admiral Davip D, Porreg,
Commanding Mississippt Squadron.

Order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to senior officer above
Warrenton, for a vigilant picket service at Vioksburg,
U. S. M1ssissippt SQUADRON,
Flagship Black Hawk, Near Vicksburg, June 13, 1863
Sir: I wish you to keep the strictest lookout at night and see that
no skiff or boat comes out from Vicksburg or attempts to cross the
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river. Keep a picket boat (not the tug) out all nilght. up by the canal,
and h:ive everything floating on the water that looks suspicious ex-
amined.
Very respectfully,
Davip D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadren.
SeN1orR Navar OFFICER,
Above Warrenton.

P. S8.—-If any boats attempt to leave Vicksburg, they will keep on
the opposite shore. Keep your boat near the towhead.

{Telegram.]

Near VicksBURag, June 14, 1863.
(Received Washington 3:40 p. m., June 19.)
Sir: The situation of affairs here has altered very little. We are
still closing on the enemy. General Grant’s position is a safe one,
though he should have all the troops that can possibly be sent to him.,
We have mounted six heavy navy guns in the rear of Vicksburg and
can five the army as many as thei want. I think the town can’t hold
out {onger than 22d of June. The gunboats and mortars keep up a
continu‘sﬁl fire. . ctull
ery respectfully,
Davip D. PorTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississipps Squadron.

Hon. GipeoN WELLESs,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Benton,
regarding the fire of that vessel and troops upon the lower forts,

U. S. S. Benron,
Below Vicksburg, June 16, 1863.

'Sir: I have respectfully to state that last night and this morning
our troops advancing along the lower range of hills have been skir-
mishing with the enemy, and this morning opened fire with their
artillery on the lower forts. I fire at them occasionally.

I learned last evening that the ;{risoner whom I sent over to you

esterday stated to Mr. Murray (pilot) that he threw overboard what
Ke had in the canoe; that he was not going to be found with anything
that would condemn him, . .

I have to request permission to clean boilers; it is forty days since
they were cleaned. I have 1,500 bushels of coal; lying as we are now,
we only use about 40 I)er day.

ery respectfully, your obediont servant,
Jas. A, Grergr,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porreg,
Commanding Mississipps Squadron,



72 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS,

Order of Aoting ‘Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8 .,7y, to Lieutenant-Commandsr
Greer, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, sani a, regarding picket duty.

U. S. MississirP1 SQUADRON,
Flagship Black Hawk, June 16, 1863.

S1r: You can let your fires go down about sunset and have your
boilers cleaned out. You will also please see that the vessels on picket
keep a bright lookout. Have two picket boats if necessary, and the
moment you capture anyone, search him at once before he can throw
anything overbourd, and search their boat.

Very respectfully, :
Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Lieutenant-Commander JamEs A. GRreEg,
Commanding Benton.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Benton, in view of expected attempt of
the enemy to escape from Vicksburg by the river, -

U. S. M1ss1ssipPI SQUADRON,
Flagship Black Hawk, June 16, 1863.

Sir: Get through with your boilers as soon as you can, and every
night run up to the canal and drop down again before daylight, show-
ing no lights. Ten thousand men (rebels%aare at Richmond, [La.].
I think they are.going to attack the point [opposite Vicksburg] and
hold it while the garrison at Vicksburg crosses over and escapes at
night. In that case your guns will command the whole point from
the canal, and if such a movement takes place, go.right in amongst
them and give them grape and canister right and left, fore and aft.
They have 500 skiffs, ten large yawls, and two coal barges, and the
escape can be made if they are not looked after. I need not tell you
the importance of using great vigilance.

When Johnston attacks our outposts the attempt will be made on
this side. Keep your picket boats vigilant; it is important that no
messengers escape from Vicksburg. * Caution all the commanding
officers below in regard to this matter and enjoin them to be strict
and vigilant.

%;ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander JAMES A. GREER,
Commanding U. 8. S. Benton, below Vicksburg.

Report of Licutenant-Commander Owen, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8, 8. Louis-
ville, regarding affairs at Grand Gulf,

U. S. S. LouisviLLE,
Grand Gulf, Miss., June 16, 1863.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 11th inst